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OAU Holds Meeting ia Tripoli 


Djibouti Defeiise Minister Arrives 
LD2803085989 Tripoli JANA in English 0815 GMT 
28 Mar 89 


[Text] Tripoli, 28th Al-Marrikh [March], JAMAHIRI- 
YAH NEWS AGENCY—Djibouti Minister of Defence 
Mr. H.B. Siraj and his accompanying delegation arrived 
yesterday in Tripoli to attend the 10th session of the 
defence emmittee of the Organization of African Unity 
which is holding its meetings currently in Tripoli. 


Al-Qadhdhafi Attends OAU Committee 
LD2903094389 Tripoli JANA in English 
0820 GMT 29 Mar 89 


{Excerpts} Tripoli, Al-Marrikh 29, JAMAHIRIYAH 
NEWS AGENCY—The leader of the revolution last 
night attended the opening of the proceedings of the 10th 
ordinary session of the OAU defence committee at the 
people’s hall in Tripoil. 


Also present at the opening were the assistant secretary of 
the OAU for political affairs, the executive secretary for 
the coordinating committee for the liberation of Africa, 
[word indistinct] members of the diplomatic missions 
accredited to Great Jamahiriyah. [passage omitted] 


Meeting Views Reform Program 
EA3003095989 Nairobi KNA in English 1730 GMT 
29 Mar 89 


[Text] Addis Ababa, 29th March—As African countries 
continue to reject the World Bank and the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) economic structural adjustment 
reforms, the United Nations’ Economic Commission for 
Africa (ECA) has published a draft proposal for African 
Economic Reforms different from those of the World 
Bank and the IMF for discussion and adoption by 
African economists currently meeting in Addis Ababa. 


Introducing the African alternative to structural adjust- 
ment programmes, the ECA executive secretary, Profes- 
sor Adebayo Adedeji, noted the growing doubt as to the 
ability of the World Bank and IMF programmes to 
stabilise African economies. While acknowledging the 
necessity for African countries to institute economic 
reforms, Professor Adedeji said what was being ques- 
tioned was what kind of economic adjustments Africa 
needs. He wondered why African development should be 
stopped or reversed in order for African countries to 
service their external debts. He expressed great concern 
at the many lives being ruined in Africa today and the 
many children denied hope due to unsound economic 
policies, and wondered what the future will be like if the 
young population is denied education or is given inade- 
quate education. 
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Professor Adedeji pointed out that in Africa today one 
person out of four is depending on food aid in a 
continent with 500,000,000 people and wondered how, 
with the prevailing trend, Africa will be able to feed a 
projected population of one billion people by the turn of 
the century. 


ECA Meeting Opens in Addis Ababa 
£A2703212489 Addis Ababa International Service 
in Amharic 1600 GMT 27 Mar 89 


[Text] The 10th ECA [Economic Commission for Africa] 
preparatory ministerial consultative meeting which will 
assess the action plan set up by the United Nations for 
the economic recovery and development of Africa 
opened in Addis Ababa today. The meeting will discuss 
the continent's economic recovery program for the year 
1989/90. [passage omitted] 


The meeting will also discuss African food and agricul- 
tural development and will pass resolutions after review- 
ing the continent’s animal husbandry policies and the 
steps taken to implement them. [passage omitted] 


Opening the meeting, Comrade Mersie Ejigu, member of 
the WPE [Workers Party of Ethiopia] Central Commit- 
tee and head of the National Committee for Central 
Planning office with the rank of minister, said it has been 
3 years since the UN economic recovery program for 
Africa and 9 years since the Lagos Action Plan were set 
up. He noted that even though several steps have been 
taken to develop the country’s economy, encouraging 
results have not yet been achieved. Comrade Mersie said 
much is expected from the meeting in line with efforts to 
strengthen economic development by avoiding the evi- 
dent food shortages in the continent and lagging techno- 
logical development. The meeting will last | week. 


* Most SADCC Countries Face Food Deficit 
34000166c Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 
4 Feb 89 p 3 


[Text] Gaborone, Friday—Food deficit in the SADCC 
[South African Development Coordination Conference] 
region is still critical with only Tanzania and Zimbabwe 
being able to realise exportable grain surpluses. 


This is contained in a report on food, agriculture and 
natural resources which has been presented to the 
SADCC consultative conference now taking place in 
Luanda, Angola. 


The report reveals that for the 1987/88 season alone, the 
region faced a total deficit of 1.93 million tonnes of 
maize grain, which had to be met through commercial 
imports and food aid. 


The SADCC grouping comprise: Angola, Botswana, 
Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, Swaziland, Zambia and 
Zimbabwe. 
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The worst affected countries are Angola, Malawi and 
Mozambique, the member states which have been 
affected most by South African military aggression and 
destabilisation activities. 


The forecast for individual states for the 1988/89 is that 
Zimbabwe will have a surplus of 689,000 tonnes of 
maize grain and Tanzania, 512,000 tonnes. 


The rest of the region will be marked by deficit with 
Mozambique and Angola recording deficits of 675,000 
and 617,000 tonnes respectively. 


Botswana is expected to have a deficit of 122,000 tonnes 
of maize grain equivalent. Lesotho 110,000, Malawi 
223,000, Zambia, 149,000 and Swaziland, the tiniest of 
the SADCC states, will record the lowest deficit of 
30,000 tonnes.—Zana/Bopa 


* More Japanese Investment Needed in Africa 
34000166b Lusaka ZAMBIA DAILY MAIL in English 
2 Feb 89 p 4 


[Text] Many African governments have for many years 
now been misunderstood on the issue of foreign invest- 
ment in their countries. There is still a misconception, 
especially among Western businessmen, that their 
investments would be nationalised as soon as they began 
making profits. 


This is why investment in Africa today by the industria- 
lised nations is still negligible. But while it is true that 
most African countries took a majority shareholding in 
several business ventures after independence, minority 
ownership of these enterprises was and is still open to 
foreigners. In some cases equal shareholding between 
local and foreign firms is allowed. 
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The African nations’ stand on this arrangement is in fact 
nol a strange business phenomenon. While African coun- 
tries welcome private investment in their economies, 
this is almost impossible in some industrialised nations. 
It is only recently, for example, that the United States 
and Britain allowed Japanese firms to set up manufac- 
turing plants in their respective countries. 


But African countries must keep on knocking on the 
doors of foreign investors despite the poor response 
received so far over the past years. This is why the recent 
meeting in Tokyo, between a delegation of African 
Development Bank (ADB) and Japan’s Federation of 
Economic Organisation, is most welcome. 


Despite the fact that Japan is a major economic power in 
the world today, her many companies have looked down 
on investing in many African countries, apart from 
South Africa. 


As ardent believers in private initiative enterprises, 
Japanese have probably avoided investing in African 
countries on the wrong assumption that they would see 
their endeavours snatched away by governments. 


But as African businessmen rightly pointed out, govern- 
ments on the continent now attach great importance to 
foreign direct investment and are taking measures to 
attract sizeable flows. The business environment is def- 
initely changing to assure foreign companies that their 
investments are safe. 


While thankful for continued and increased aid as well as 
the purchase of raw materials by Japan, this in itself will 
not, however, solve African countries’ deep economic 
problems. What they need most ts investment. 


The ADB should not only end up with the recent initiative 
into Japan but should organise more trips for African 
businessmen to other countries, especially those industria- 
lised nations which are co-financiers of the organisation’s 
development programmes on the continent. 
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Chad 


* French Ambassador Discusses Cooperation 
34190146a Ndjamena AL-WATAN in French 
12-18 Feb 89 pp 8-9 


{Interview with French Ambassador to Chad Christian 
Dutheil de la Rochere by R. Moussa N*Dorkoi: “Chad- 
France Cooperation, an Exclusive Interview With His 
Excellency Christian Dutheil de la Rochere”’} 


[Text] After a rewarding 4-year tour of duty in Chad, the 
French ambassador will leave our country on 2! February. 
Having arrived in Chad at a time when our siruggle was 
being carried out on several fronts—diplomatic, military, 
economic, and social—Christian Dutheil de la Rochere 
was one of the witnesses who calmly experienced the 
disastrous and devastating event of our country. In his 
office, marvelously decorated with Chadian and French 
works of art, the graciously accessible French ambassador 
to Chad was willing to discuss with the AL-WATAN editor 
all aspects of Chadian-French cooperation. 


[AL-WATAN] Your Excellency, having been appointed 
ambassador of France to Chad at a difficult time, what 
were your fears when you set foot on Chadian soil? 


[De la Rochere] I arrived in Chad early in April 1985, 
but it was not an unknown country as | had been 
involved for a long time—either directly in Paris or 
when I was ambassador to Brazzaville—with the prob- 
lems of Chad. I also knew rather well the past and recent 
history of Chad. I had met many Chadians, especially 
cadres, in Paris, Brazzaville, or Chad in the course of the 
many missions I had carried out in 1978-80. Conse- 
quently, | was not apprehensive when | arrived, but I felt 
a certain emotion, that of the civil servant who is 
entrusted by his government with the responsibility of 
representing France in a friendly country with, of course, 
several significant problems to be solved. 


[AL-WATAN] Having live a few years in Chad, can you 
tell us what impressed you? 


[De la Rochere] Needless to say, when you have spent 4 
years in Chad which are so important to its history, a series 
of events makes an impression on you. In the matter of 
politics, | would like to bring to your attention that when I 
arrived, President Hissein Habre had been heading state 
affairs for several years. I arrived at a time when the 
double course of action was in the making and this course 
did nothing but accelerate during my stay. What was this 
double course of action? On the one hand, to rally the 
nation, which had scattered in several pieces and needed to 
be reunified and, on the other, to rebuild the state. These 
two parallel actions impressed me the most. 


1 will therefore leave with confidence in Chad's fate, 
having attended late in 1988 the second party congress 
which gathered all the citizens of this country. You know 
that ever since General de Gaulle, the rally concept has 
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been very important in the problematics of French 
policy. I am sure that the prospect of a constitution and 
the completion of the institutional program begun as 
long ago as 1982 by Hissein Habre, president of the 
Republic of Chad, will signal the end of that process. 


[AL-WATAN] What was your economic assessment? 


[De la Rochere] Repercussions of the great drought were 
dramatic in 1985. Chadians had difficulties making ends 
meet and feeding their children. The following years 
were obviously much better. The grain production of the 
last crop year was clearly superior to that of 1987. 


What struck me the most in the Chadian economic 
situation is that, despite the events, the breaks, and the 
destruction of the infrastructures, Chad is not an eco- 
nomically drifting country. It may be because the people 
are farmers and stockbreeders with solid foundations. 
On the other hand, I see the weakness of the modern and 
industrial sector: Not only did it suffer from the events, 
but it must also tackle the same problems as those of 
Africa in general, one of which is the unfair competition 
of some products. That is why I leave resolutely optimis- 
tic concerning the future of Chadian agriculture. | 
believe Chad is a country completely self-sufficient, 
which will certainly have surpluses to export. | am, 
however, a little more concerned by the modern indus- 
tries, which usually are the source of jobs for the young 
people entering the job market and having to tackle 
unfair competition. 


Chad Won Over Concrete Imperialism 
[AL-WATAN] And militarily? 


[De la Rochere] I believe that I witnessed a totally 
unique military situation. | witnessed the struggle 
between one of the richest countries of Africa and one of 
the poorest and, unlike what usually happens, it was not 
the strongest which won, but the weakest. Why? Because 
the materially weakest were the morally strongest. They 
knew why they were fighting: To reconquer their native 
country. When one is motivated in this manner, the 
increase in defense resources, weapons, and minefields 1s 
not sufficient to stop the vital and national impetus. 


Because Chad had seen its existence challenged, | there- 
fore witnessed something truly extraordinary and vosi- 
tive. A portion of its territory had been literally occu- 
pied, conquered. It was a truly concrete act of 
imperialism and Chad won against that concrete impe- 
rialism, which is quite gratifying for men who believe in 
right and justice. That is my first observation. 


My second observation: As an official responsible for 
French military cooperation, I witnessed an act of coop- 
eration between the FANT [Chadian National Armed 
Forces] and the French Army, which also proved to be 
worthwhile for training—like the cooperation involving 
the famous Milan which worked wonders in the BET 
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[Borkou-Ennedi-Tibesti]. | was impressed as well with 
the extraordinary speed with which your soldiers assim- 
ilated and mastered this latest generation materiel. The 
same could be said about the maintenance of the AML 
{Light armored car], VLRA [light reconnaissance and 
supply vehicle], etc—vehicles which, taking into account 
the state of the terrain, are relatively complex and fragile. 


The third observation I will make is that the victory was 
a totally Chadian victory. It is a victory of the Chadian 
people and their leaders, a victory which led to restoring 
the nation to its former integrality. I believe it is a good 
example for Africa, as well as beyond the continent, for 
when a nation wants to exist and take its own destiny in 
hand, it can achieve more with its courage and intelli- 
gence than with materiel or financial resources. 


[AL-WATAN] Your Excellency, you have just men- 
tioned the war situation in Chad. Diplomacy is what 
currently prevails. What will be France's position in this 
new phase? 


[De la Rochere] You are right to say that diplomacy is 
taking precedence over war. This was the result of the 
Chadians’ victory. This diplomatic phase makes it cur- 
rently possible to be reasonably hopeful that Chad will 
achieve the peace to which it is obviously entitled like 
everyone else. What will France do? I will answer simply: 
France has no business interfering in what does not 
concern it. The conflict stems from a territorial dispute; 
its settlement, therefore, must first of all be left to the 
two countries involved. It is also an African problem, 
hence the participation of the OAU in one form or 
another. You will understand, however, that in no way is 
it a conflict which is France’s business. However, 
France—for historical reasons—holds important docu- 
ments pertaining to the delimitation of the borders. 
These documents were published in their entirety and 
were given to those concerned. 


Although we have neither the right nor the intention to 
participate in these negotiations, it does not mean that 
we are indifferent. Obviously, as long as the Chadian 
authorities want us to, we shall remain at your side on a 
friendly basis in both the developmental and military 
sectors; this is why, by mutual agreement, as long as the 
Chadian authorities deem it necessary and useful, 
“Operation Epervier” will remain in Chad for technical 
reasons open to some slight changes. 


Marketing, the Motor of the Economy 


[AL-WATAN] Mr Ambassador, seeing that relations 
between our countries are at their best, what will be the 
1989 France-Chad program of cooperation? 


[De la Rochere] I hope very much that in the forthcom- 
ing months, civilian cooperation—very important even 
during military events—will become even morc of a 
priority. French civilian cooperation for 1989 will have 
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neither basic changes, nor changes in doctrine and trend. 
What was defined during the meetings of the joint 
commissions will be broadly adapted and, if need be, 
followed and developed. 


It is necessary to help Chad build a modern state. To 
achieve this goal, it is absolutely imperative to change 
over to a modern-type tax system; that 1s a mandatory 
process. It seems to me that the most important feature 
of the cooperation shouid be to give once again to the 
Chadian State the means to have a normalized and 
financially independent policy. Cooperation at the level 
of the Ministries of Finance is therefore of prime impor- 
tance. 


I hope very much that civilian cooperation will quickly 
become the first priority of French cooperation. It will 
mean that peace has returned to Chad. 


Broad French-Chadian cooperation policies are deter- 
mined during meetings of the joint commission. I believe 
these policies ave the right ones even though 11 seems 
that, in several sectors, it would be useful to strengthen 
or expand our action. The important sectors are as 
follows: 


¢ To give support to Chad to rebuild a modern state, 
which implies a modern tax system. It 1s the only way 
to return to financial independence, which is as 
important as political independence. Hence, the con- 
tribution on our part of a substantial budgetary sub- 
sidy and the presence of several cooperation techni- 
cians within your Ministry of Finances. 

¢ Then comes education, which is a long-term project 
for the training of men. In that sector, where we are 
engaged in several projects (Pedagcgical Support 
Bureau, specialists working for cooperation in teach- 
ers’ colleges, etc), | believe that our cooperation 
makes up in quality what it lacks in quantity. It 1s 
certainly a sector to be expanded in forthcoming 
years. 

¢ We also support agriculture, on which the Chadian 
economy rests. I often wonder, however, if we, like 
many others, do what needs to be done. It is relatively 
easy to increase production; it is much more difficult 
to market it, and we pay much to little attention to 
that sector. | am convinced that marketing is the 
motor of the rural economy. It is also, however, the 
most difficult thing to achieve inasmuch as Chad runs 
into the worldwide disorganization of the agricultural 
products market (but is it really such when most of the 
products are subsidized!). 

¢ French ccoperation is also very important in the 
medical sector, and it is significant in many other 
sectors. 


In short, as you can see, French cooperation has many 
forms and I am convinced that this situation reflects well 
the quality of the relations between France and Chad. | 
will finally add that the French specialists working on 
behalf of cooperation and living in Chad express their 
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satisfaction daily about the quality of their Chadian 
colleagues’ welcome and of their working environment. 
When they are about to leave, they all have a good feeling 
in their heart and some nostalgia of their stay in your 
country. 


{[AL-WATAN] What would be, for example, the signifi- 
cance of a visit to Chad by the chief of the French State? 


[De la Rochere] The French ambassador and the entire 
French community will rejoice should President Fran- 
cois Mitterrand visit Chad. 


This event would be the crowning of an old and deep 
friendship—but why not say it, affection—between 
France and Chad. 


When is this visit to take place? | cannot see the future, 
but I will simply tell you that, in my opinion, the best 
time would seem to be after the final return of peace to 
Chad, at a time when we could rejoice together over the 
removal of all shadows over the independence of your 
country, which really is a friend of mine. 


* Paper Rejects Sudan's Destabilization Charges 
34190146b Ndjamena AL-WATAN in French 
26 Feb-4 Mar 89 p 2 


[Editorial by Madjirangar Fackir Kanasawa: “The 
Weekly Issue”} 


[Text] There are circles in this world which are con- 
stantly chastising Chad. All methods are used to dis- 
credit our country. The scenario consists of making us 
the scapegoat in order to conceal the domestic problems 
of other states. 


This week, Sudan reached the height of absurdity: Sadig 
al-Mahadi proclaitied loudly, at home and beyond, that 
the current explosive situation in Darfur is being created 
by armed elements having infiltrated from Chad. It is 
therefore the same as saying that, for Khartoum, the 
Chadians’ sole desire to destabilize the Sudan is the only 
reason Darfur is experiencing this situation. Too many 
things, however, are known about the destabilization to 
misjudge what is happening: Assassinations, clashes and 
the settling of scores among armed groups, and a 
“friendly” foreign military presence have, in turn or 
through combined efforts, created a horrendous environ- 
ment for the local populations. In fact, it must be 
acknowledged that domestic difficulties in the Sudan are 
so serious that, to be intellectually, and not politically, 
honest, the blame for them must be placed on the lack of 
realism by the authorities in Khartoum. If the proverb 
Stating that the sower of wind can only harvest the 
tempest is justified, it cannot fail to apply to the reckless 
policy of the Sudanese prime minister whose inconsis- 
tency has been detrimental for such a long time to Chad 
and the Sudan. Let us not, therefore, be led into believing 
Khartoum’s simplistic argument which purely and sim- 
ply accuses Chad of being an aggressor. As a matter of 
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fact, without assuming responsibility for this statement, 
or rather by covering it with diplomatic formulations, 
that 1s exactly what the Sudanese regime wants people to 
believe. Besides, was not our colleague Corinne Mou- 
tou—who recently did a series of reportage on Darfur— 
sufficiently clear on that subject when she lei it be known 
that populations on both sides of the border between the 
two countries have always traded together? 


Taking this fact into account, should we not deduce that 
the populations of this region only want to live in peace? 
If it is so, what purpose would they accomplish by 
breaking decades-old relations? New factors that would 
disrupt the peaceful relations maintained by each side 
would have to be introduced for upheava!s to take place! 
Over these past 2 years, these new factors have been 
Khartoum’s persistence in contributing to the destabili- 
zation of Chad to satisfy the wishes of some of its 
“friends.” It then stands to reason that the Chadian 
victories, especially in the field of national reconcilia- 
tron, thwart the low blows orchestrated against our 
country. Consequently, one is reduced to the ultimate 
extreme by accusing Chad of all sins, whereas the 
Sudan’s domestic problems must be solved by a rational 
policy condemning ethnic, regional, and religious exac- 
erbations. We do not pretend to give lessons, but lets put 
an end to the accusations that we are playing the killjoys 
elsewhere, whereas the sociopolitical reality in Darfur 
basically contradicts the accusations of the Sudanese 
regime against Chad. 


Having made this statement, let us dare to believe that 
these groundless assertions are only a verbal incident and 
that Khartoum will return to reason by seeking solutions to 
its problems where they can be found. As for the Chadians, 
they are settling down to the implementation of their 
ideals; the passing days do not fail to yield the dividends of 
this policy. They are increasingly more numerous, these 
brothers who not “aly return to their country, but also act 
in a concrete manner by joining the National Union for 
Independence and Revolution (UNIR). Beyond the name 
of the political factions, the adhesion of the Chadian 
Socialist Union to the UNIR once again bolsters our 
movement's image as the “crucible of national unity.” 
What the Chadian revolution has accomplished no longer 
needs to be proved. What we need is to be vigilant in order 
to thwart the apprentice sorcerers’ traps. Like the founding 
president of the UNIR, let us therefore say out loud that 
we must never “...fall prey to either smug optimism or 
paralyzing pessimism. Let us continue to strive for 
national defense while working, not for a make-beiieve 
peace, but for a real, just, total, final, and durable cae.” A 
quote which speaks loudly as Chad's enemies ex.st, even 
though they hide. 


Congo 


DPRK Official Meets With Journalists 
AB2903 145389 Dakar PANA in French 1120 GMT 
29 Mar 89 


[Text] Brazzaville, 29 Mar (ACI/PANA)}—The director 
of the Pyongyang International Training Center, Song 
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Pae-pyol, yesterday in Brazzaville expressed his desire 
for the development of cooperation in the area of infor- 
mation between Congo and DPRK. 


Al a meeting with the Congoiese press, Song Pae-pyol 
expressed, in particular, his desire to see the two coun- 
tries conclude cooperation agreements at the level of 
journalists associations. Congo does not yet have an 
organization that groups all journalists. 


Cooperation between Congo and DPRK on information 
is limited to the broadcasting and publishing of news 
reports on each other's radio, television, and newspa- 
pers, the director of the Pyongyang International Train- 
ing Center stated. However, more than !00 jou,na\ists 
from developing countries, including Congolese journal- 
ists, have visited DPRK. Song Pae-pyol added w,:hout 
further details. Song Pae-pyol is on a 10-day working 
visit to Congo, where he arrived on 20 March at the head 
of three-man delegation as part of an exchange between 
journalists from the two countries. 


Since arriving in Brazzaville, the DPRK delegation has 
held talks with Celestin Goma Foutou, secretary of the 
Central Committee of the Congolese Labor Party (PCT) 
and head of the department of ideology; Dieudonne 
Kimbembe, minister of labor, and justice, keeper of the 
seals; and Vittal Balla, president of the Congolese Asso- 
ciation for Friendship with the Peoples (ACAP). 


Kenya 


Pian Calls For Action On Debt 
EA2803 152089 Nairobi DAILY NATION in English 
28 Mar 89 p 10 


[Article by Emman Omari} 


[Excerpts] Kenya must decide now how it will service its 
huge external debt if the economy is to be sustained, the 
sixth national development plan recommends. Domestic 
borrowing, mainly to finance the budget deficit, had 
risen to a critical level in the 25 years of independence, it 
says. 


“External debt servicing has emerged as one of the most 
critical issues that must be addressed if the growth of the 
economy is to be stimulated and sustained,” it says. 


The plan states that by 1987, the external debt compo- 
nent had sky-rocketed to 76 percent of the total public 
debt, and the situation had not improved. The external 
debt service charges had grown enormously. By 1987, 
service charges—mainly interests and disbursement 
costs - on external, public and publicly guaranteed debt 
represented 37 percent of total value of exports and 
non-factor services. “There is no evidence that this has 
changed,” the report adds. 
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It says the quagmire in external and domestic borrowing 
resulted from the government's increased expenditure 
while the revenue grew slowly, widening the budget 
deficit. The pressure on both fronts had created a crowd- 
ing-out effect on the economy, fuelling inflation and 
worsening the external debi situation. [passage omitted] 


The plan says the weak balance of payments position 
forced the Kenya shilling to depreciate by 13 percent in 
1987 after losing 46 percent of its value since December 
1984. 


The budget deficity widened between 1986 and 1988 due 
to increased government expenditure. The expenses 
were incurred on the new 8-4-4 education system, mul- 
tiple funding of university intakes, and the construction 
of grain silos and purchase of grain from the 1986 
bumper harvest. It was further exacerbated by expendi- 
ture on hosting in August 1987, the fourth all-Africa 
games and the general election in February/March last 
year. 


The plan says it was not known exactly how last year’s 
Nyayo decade and Uhuru silver jubilee celebrations 
expenditure wou'd affect the next budget. “These activ- 
ities were necessary for the enhancement of education, 
food security, Kenya's image on the continent and 
abroad, and the consolidation of the democratic tradi- 


tion,” the repot says. [passage omiited] 
Uganda 


Somali Defectors Seek Asylum 
FA2903210889 Nairobi KNA in English 1720 GMT 
29 Mar 89 


[Text] Kampala, 29th March (PANA)}—Two of the 
Somali footballers who defected while participating in 
the 1989 East and Central Africa club championships in 
Kenya, have sought political asylum in Uganda, accord- 
ing to the government daily newspaper “THE NEW 
VISION” in Kampala Wednesday. 


Shafiq Ahmad (Yegurs) and iiasan Shaykh Abdi crossed 
the border at Busia, eastern Uganda, from their hiding in 
Kenya in mid-March. The paper quoted a reliable source 
at the refugee department, Ministry of Local Govern- 
ment, in Kampala, on Tuesday as saying that the foot- 
ballers had asked for political asylum and added that 


their papers were being processed. 


The two refugees sought asylum in Nairobi on 6th 
February but their request was turned down. Shafig and 
Abdi were among the seven footballers of MBC Football 
Club of Mogadishu who reported to United Nations 
High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) offices in 
Nairobi, Kenya, and sought to defect. Their grounds 
were that they belonged io the Somali northern tribes, 
identified by the Somali Government as being loyal to 
the rebel §.. mali National Movement (SNM) fighting the 
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Siad Barre regime. The Kenya Government handed back 
tour of the players but three managed to sneak away 
from the Kenya authorities and went into hiding. 


The Uganda officials, according to “THE NEW 
VISION”, declined to indicate where the refugees are 
Stationed but ruled out a question that they were in a 
settlement camp. The paper quoted the official as saying 
that “they have asked uganda for asylum and if granted 
they will be assisted to cater for their welfare.” 


Zaire 


Cooperation Minister on Bilateral Dispute 
AB2503220489 Paris JEUNE AFRIQUE in French 
1S Feb 89 p 23 


[Interview with Belgian cooperation Minister Andre 
Geens by JEUNE AFRIQUE'’s Francis Kpatinde on the 
dispute with Zaire—Brussels, date not given] 


{Excerpts} JEUNE AFRIQUE: Is this crisis another 
sudden change in bilateral relations? 


Andre Geens: It is surely not a repetition of past crises. I 
also do not think that we should speak of a break in 
relations since Zaire has just nominated a new ambassa- 
dor to Belgium. The Zairian authorities have given too 
much importance to some critical articles by the Belgian 
press. We are not responsible for these articles. Press 
freedom is a sacred principle in this country. 


J.A.: Our refusal to discuss the colonial legacy has made 
the Zairians angrier... 


A.G.: | was then expressing the view of my government 
and not my own. The Zairian have criticized that view 
without attacking me personally. They are well aware 
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that I have a constructive approach to bilateral cooper- 
ation. I am really sorry for what is going on now, but by 
virtue of my position, I have to defend my government's 
decisions. 


J.A.: It was reported that there were differences within 
the government... 


A.G.: Not at all! Belgium is governed by a coalition of 
five parties. Decisions are made unanimously and by 
consensus. Any minister who does not agree with the 
others can resign. When I said it would be difficult to 
discuss the colonial legacy, 30 years later, | was only 
expressing the position of my government, which was 
conveyed to the Zairian authorities in mid-January. 


J.A.: The Zairians want to take the case to the Interna- 
tional Court of Justice at the Hague... 


A.G.: Zaire is an independent counry which acts accord- 
ing to its own free will. Belgium acts there at the request 
of Zairian officials. If the case if taken to the Court we 
will defend our position. [passage omitted] 


J.A.. It has been reported that Belgium intends to put 
pressure on Zaire through the IMF, the World Bank and 
its European partners... 


A.G.: This is absolutely untrue. We do not want to 
internationalize the dispute. We are not denying that 
there are problems, but we must keep in touch and try to 
solve them through dialogue. It it in our interest to have 
normal and stable relations with Zaire. 


J.A.: You are saying normal, not privileged relations. 


A.G.: One is sometimes better served by normal and stable 
relations than by privileged ones. [passage omitted] 
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Ethiopi 


Talks With U.S. Congressmen Reported 
FA2903221789 Addis Ababa Domestic Service 
in Amharic 1700 GMT 29 Mar 89 


[Text] Talks have taken place on bilateral relations 
between the State Council of the PDRE [People’s Dem- 
ocratic Republic of Ethiopia] and a delegation from the 
U.S. Congress. Our reporter Wagaye Bekele attended the 
talks: 


[Begin recording] The | 5-member delegation was briefed 
on the major activities embarked upon in the political, 
administrative, and economic spheres since the estab- 
lishment of the PDRE. In his briefing Comrade Berhane 
Gebral, head of the economic services sector in the State 
Council with the rank of minister, recalled that there 
were longstanding relations between Ethiopia and the 
United States and explained the steps taken by the WPE 
and the governmen’. to further enhance this relationship. 
He went on to explain that though relations between the 
two countries had been strained for a few years, the 
relations in foreign trade and other spheres were con- 
tinuing and efforts to further enhance the relations were 
still being made. 


For his part the leader of the U.S. congressional delega- 
tion, Mr Mickey Leland, said his country desired to 
improve its relat.ons with Ethiopia and added that he 
would inform the U.S. Congress and people about his 
forthcoming talks with high-ranking officials of the 
PDRE and his observations from his tours. It has been 
announced that the U.S. congressional dele zation which 
arrived in Addis Ababa today, will tour resettlement 
areas and refugee camps. [end recording] 


Eritrean Rebels Say Mengistu To Visit Israel 
EA3903155089 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad 
Masses of Eritrea in Tigrinya 0400 GMT 29 Mar 89 


[Text] Colonel Mengistu Haile Mariam, despite the 
opposition of the people, will visit Israel, diplomatic 
sources in Beirut disclosed. The sources added that 
secret contacts are being made between Addis Ababa and 
Tel Aviv for the preparations of the visit. 


A (correspondent) of the QATAR NEWS AGENCY 
stated that Israeli officers are (fighting) alongside the 
Dergue Government in the war waged by Ethiopia in 
Eritrea. Al-Rayah, a magazine published in Qatar, 
quotes an Ethiopian diplomat and says that the military 
and economic cooperation between Israel and Ethiopia 
has presently reached a high level. 


The sources noted that Ethiopia wil! allow the migration 
of Jewish Falashas to Israel while the latter, in return, 
(?will) give economic and military support. Ethiopia has 
allowed Israel to establish air bases on the Eritrean 
islands in the Red Sea. Israel is building «ir bases in 
Ethiopia, the sources added. 
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GDR Party Delegation Arrives for Talks 


Politburo Member Dohlus Leads Delegation 
LD2903045889 East Berlin ADN International Service 
in German 1855 GMT 28 Mar 89 


[Text] Addis Ababa (ADN)}—A delegation of the SED 
Central Committee, led by Horst Dohius, member of the 
Politburo and secretary of the Central Committee. 
arrived today in the People’s Democratic Republic of 
Ethiopia for political talks. The guests from the GDR 
were cordially velcomed at the Addis Ababa interna- 
tional airport by Hailu Yemenu, member of the Pol 
buro of the Central Committee of the Workers Part 
Ethiopia and deputy prime minister. 


Further on Politiburo Member Arrival 
FA2903175289 Addis Ababa Service in Amharic 
0930 GMT 29 Mar 89 


[Text] A delegation led by Comrade Horst Dohlus, 
member of the Politburo of the SED [Socialist Unity 
Party of Germany (GDR)] Central Committee, arrived 
in Addis Ababa last night for a 2-day working visit to 
Ethiopia. 


Speaking on arrival, Comrade Horst Dohlus noted that 
in accordance with the friciadship and cooperation agree- 
ment signed between the two countries 10 years ago, 
relations between the WPE [Workers Party of Ethiopia] 
and SED and the governments of the two countries have 
grown steadily. He added that his present visit to Etni- 
opia will further strengthen the relations. 


He said that during his stay in the country, he would 
discuss the improvement in ihe international situation. 
He stressed that the two sides have a firm position on the 
lessening of tens‘on and arms reduction. Comrade 
Dohlus further noted that his visit would make a great 
contribut:on to future cooperation. 


The delegation led by Comrade Horst Dohlus was met 
on arrival by Comrade Hailu Yimenu, member of the 
Politburo of the WPE Central Committee and deputy 
prime minister. 


Mengistu Receives Dohlus 
LD2903212389 East Berlin ADN International 
Service in German 1743 GMT 29 Mar 89 


[Text] Addis Ababa (ADN)—In order to preserve peace. 
all opportunities for strengthening international security 
and for a change for the better in world politics must be 
exploited. This was emphasized by Mengistu Haile 
Marian, general secreiary of the Workers party of Ethi- 
opia (WPE) Centra! Committee and Ethiopian presi- 
dent, and Sed Politburo member Horst Dohlus, in Addis 
Ababa today. 
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The view was jointly taken ‘that political solutions for the 
removal of hotbeds and conflict must be sought. This is 
in the interests of the people of the countries affc..ed, 
and helps to ensure peaceful coexistence among peoples. 


The two politicans also discussed social developments in 
their countries, and acknowledged the high level of 
bilateral relations. 


Horst Dohlus delivered to Mengistu Haile Mariam a 
personal message from GDR Head of State and party 
Erich Honecker. 


Mengistu Receives GDR President’s Message 
EA 3003091089 Addis Ababa Domestic Service 
in Amharic 1700 GMT 29 Mar 89 


[Text] Comrade President Mengistu Haile Mariam 
today received a message from the GDR leader, Com- 
rade Erich Honecker. The Ena Palace reporter, Asefa 
Seyoum, has sent us the details by telephone: 


[Begin Asefa recording] The message from Comrade 
Erich Honecker was delivered during a ceremony held at 
the State Council office this afternoon by Comrade 
Horst Dohlus, Politburo member of the Socialist Unity 
Party of Germany [SED] Central Committee. The mes- 
sage focused on bilateral relations and ways of further 
strengthening comprehensive cooperation. After receiv- 
ing the message Comrade President Mengistu Haile 
Mariain held lengthy talks with Comrade Horst Dohlus 
on the close relations between the friendly countries of 
the People’s Democratic Republic of Ethiopia [PDRE] 
and the GDR and on current international issues. 


Present at the ceremony were Comrade Hailu Yimenu, 
Politburo member of the Workers Party of Ethiopia 
[WPE] Central Committee and deputy prime minister; 
Comrade Lema Gutema, WPE Central Committee 
member; and the PDRE ambassador to the GDR. Com- 
rade Wolfgang Bayerlacher, GDR ambassador to the 
PDRE, was also present at the ceremony. 
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Kenya 


President Moi on Human Rights Record 
EA2903 131589 Nairobi KNA in English 0945 GMT 
29 Mar 89 


[Excerpt] Nairobi, 29th March—President Danie! arap 
Moi today at State House, Nairobi, held discussions with 
Mrs Ethel Kennedy, wife of the .ate Robert Kennedy, a 
former attorney general of the USA. Mrs Kennedy, who 
is On a visit to Kenya, is on the board of the Robert F. 
Kennedy memorial [as received], which gives awards to 
those who excel in the field of journalism, literature and 
international human rights. 


During the discussions, President Moi reiterated that his 
cardinal constitutional responsibility was to protect the 
lives and property of all Kenyans. He said if a person was 
intent On creating trouble and threatening the li. es of the 
majority, then such a person was restrained within the 
established legal procedures. President Moi told Mrs 
Kennedy that detention in Kenya was a last resort and 
was done within the provisions of the detention act. 


Noting that he had a strong commitment to the sanctity 
of human rights and the rule of law, President Moi said 
even the few who may be detained had their cases 
regularly reviewed by a tribunal. “Kenya sticks strictly to 
the Constitution and the laws enacted under it”, said 
President Moi. He added that such laws were enacted by 
parliament which comprised of the representatives of the 


people. 


Noting that Kenya did not condone any torture, mis- 
treatment or humiliation of her people, President Moi 
said anyone who perpetrated such crimes was punished 
according to the law. He said if any need arose to amend 
the constitution to keep pace with the aspirations of the 
people and their changing levels of development, such 
changes were effected according to the provisions of th: 
Constitution itself. 


Mrs Kennedy appreciated Kenya’s impressive human 
rights record, especially since 1978 when President Moi 
started off by releasing all the detainees. [passage omitted] 
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Detainee in U.S. Consulate Gives Demands 
MB3003050189 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2129 GMT 29 Mar 89 


[Text] Johannesburg March 29 SAPA—Simon Ntom- 
belo, holed up in the U.S. Consulate in central Johan- 
nesburg after escaping from the Shifa Hospital in Dur- 
ban early today, has demanded that he and all other 
detainees be immediately released without restrictions, 
the Human Rights Commission [HRC] reports. 


In a statement in Johannesburg tonight the HRC said he 
was visited by his Johannesburg lawyers this evening and 
his Durban lawyers would consult him tomorrow. The 
lawyers are still endeavouring to make contact with U.S. 
Embassy officials in Cape Town. 


“He has lost a lot of weight, but his health is said to be 
good and he began eating again today,”’ the HRC said. 


Simon Ntombela, South African Youth Congress public- 
ity secretary, was detained under the state of emergency 
on | September 1988 in Johannesburg and later trans- 
ferred to Durban. By this morning, he had been on 
hunger strike in hospital for eight days. He had previ- 
ously been on a hunger strike for 24 days during the 
earlier Durban hunger strike in February. 


Detainee Leaves U.S. Consulate 
MB3 103095089 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0944 GMT 31 Mar 89 


[Text] Pretoria, March 31, SAPA—The escaped detainee 
who had been holed up at the U.S. Consulate in Johan- 
nesburg, Simon Ntombela, left at 11.10am today, United 
States Information Service spokesman Barry Walkly 
confirmed from Cape Town. 


A Detainees Action Committee spokesman said he 
would address news conference at Darragh House, Wan- 
derers Street, immediately after he left the Consulate. Mr 
Walkly said Mr Ntombela left of his own accord. 


The ministry of Law and Order had given an undertak- 
ing that Mr Ntombela would not be re-arrested if he left, 
it was confirmed in Pretoria. 


The former hunger-striking detainee consulted a lawyer 
this morning before leaving. 


Mr Ntombela escaped from the Shifa Hospital in Dur- 
ban and apparently flew to Johannesburg, to arrive at the 
embassy [as received] about five hours after his escape. 


He demanded to be released without restrictions and 
that the state of emergency be lifted. 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 10 


Holds Press Conference 
MB3 103105989 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1041 GMT 31 Mar 89 


[Excerpt] Johannesburg, Mar 31, SAPA—Escaped 
detainee Mr Simon Ntombela, who had taken refuge in 
the American Consulate in Johannesburg for the past 
two days, left the Consulate a free man at 11.08 today. 


Mr Ntombela smiled and waved at people on Market 
Street as he was driven to Darragh House in Johannes- 
burg where a press conference was held. 


Mr Ntombela said he had decided to take refuge at the 
U.S. Consulate “because the U.S. is engaged in a serious 
political and economic intercourse with South Africa.” 


He said this action was taken to highlight the plight of 
hundreds of people detained in terms of the emergency 
regulations. 


“By embarking on a hunger strike after all channels have 
been exhausted, we were, and still are, consciously 
signing our death certificates in order to win our free- 
dom. 


“This is not done out of irresponsibility or because we 
love and value life less, instead the contrary is true.” 


Ministry of Law and Order Spokesman Brigadier Leon 
Mellett confirmed that “a letter was sent to Mr Ntom- 
bela’s attorneys in which it was stated that he would not 
be arrested if he walked out of the Consulate. The letter 
was signed by Mr Vlok’s administrative secretary, colo- 
nel Tienie Cronje.” [passage omitted] 


More on Refugees Leaving UK Embassy 
MB3003 122889 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1227 GMT 30 Mar 89 


[Text] Pretoria, March 30, SAPA—The six activists at 
the British Embassy left the embassy this afternoon. 


An embassy spokesman said in Pretoria the embassy had 
made it clear to the six that they could not stay in the 
embassy building, and that the embassy could only make 
effective representations on their behalf once they had 
left the embassy. ““We therefore welcome their decision 
to leave.” 


The embassy had campaigned to secure the release of 
many detainees in South Africa, he said, including 
specific representations on one of those who had been in 
the embassy. “Our position on detention without trial is 
well known. We believe that all detainees should be 
released, or if they committed a crime, charged. We are 
also opposed to the imposition of restriction orders on 
people released from detention and we will continue to 
make our view known to the South African Govern- 
ment,” he said. 
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The six, who had stayed hardly more than 24 hours in 
the embassy vestibule to seek the embassy’s assistance in 
protesting against detention without trial, and the impo- 
sition of restrictions on former detainees, are Donsie 
Khumalo, Michael Seloane, Grace Dube, Seiebogo 
mabena, Ignatius Jacobs and Sandy Lebese. 


The six slammed the British for the “inhuman” treat- 
ment they received at the embassy. 


They said they were denied food and water, toilet and 
washing facilities, and blankets and mattresses. They 
had to sleep on the floor last night. 


They had gone to the embassy because the British had 
condemned detention without trial. Judging by the way 
they had been treated, they doubted the British Govern- 
ment’s sincerity when it said it would negotiate on their 
behalf with the South African Government to end deten- 
tion without trial and the imposition of restrictions on 
former detainees. The embittered activists said they were 
going home, and would defy their restriction orders. 


‘About 40° Detainees Remain on Hunger Strike 
MB3003 175589 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1707 GMT 30 Mar 89 


[Text] Johannesburg March 30 SAPA—About 40 detain- 
ees in different prisons in the country are still on hunger 
strike, according to a statement released by the Human 
Rights Commission (HRC) in Johannesburg this after- 
noon. 


Four detainees from Diepkloof Prison are still in hospi- 
tal. They are Tebogo Mngomezulu, Bridgeman Sithole, 
Joubert Tshabalala and Ephraim Zwane. They all partic- 
ipated for varying periods in the Diepkloof hunger strike 
from January 23 to February 16. 


Sylvester Ledwaba and Cyril Monyela, two detainees at 
the Diepkloof Prison, are known to have resumed their 
hunger strike. 


The 13 detainees from the Modderbee Prison are 
believed to be still on hunger strike and have entered the 
fourth week of their fast. The statement said five have 
been confirmed to be still on hunger strike. 


The hunger strike of Section 29 detainees at John Vor- 
ster Square is believed to have ended as no information 
has been received for several weeks. 


The statement said three detainees from Pretoria Central 
Prison and ten detainees in the Krugersdorp Prison are 
still on hunger strike. Ten detainees in Durban are in 
hospital and also still on hunger strike. 
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Seventeen Hunger Strikers on ‘Danger List’ 
MB3 103071989 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0714 GMT 31 Mar 8&9 


[Text] Durban, March 31, SAPA—The first hunger 
striking Durban detainee was moved to Bioemfointein 
yesterday, after a government decision to centralise 
hunger strikers for security reasons, according to his 


lawyer. 


Xolani Goniwe, 22, embarked on a hunger strike three 
days ago. He has been detained under the emergency 
regulations since January |7 this year. 


His attorney, Yunus Mohamed, said last night Mr 
Goniwe’s parents had travelled to central Durban from 
Lamontville to see him yesterday, after the security 
police had informed them of their son’s transfer. 


“They are both pensioners, and had barely enough 
money to catch a bus to Durban today,” he said. 


Meanwhile, it has been reported that at least 17 detain- 
ees on hunger strike in the Durban area are on the danger 
list, according to the chairman of the Detainees’ Coor- 
dinating Committee, Dr Diliza Mij. 


He was speaking at a press conference after police had 
warned organisers of a protest meeting at the medical 
school of the University of Natal that the meeting would 
be illegal in terms of the emergency regulations. 


The meeting was cancelled after Professor David 
McQuiod-Mason, dean of the faculty of law at the 
University of Natal, had told a few hundred students 
that, technically, the police could stop the meeting. 


Dr Mij said 50 detainees were in hospital at present in 
the Durban area. Most of these were on a hunger strike. 


The figure of 50 represented half the number of people in 
detention in the area, he said. 


Dr Mij said 17 of the detainees on hunger strike were 
approaching the dangerous stage of between 17 and 20 
days of fasting. 


Viok, Clergy Discuss Release of Detainees 
MB3003 181889 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1752 GMT 30 Mar 89 


[Text] Pretoria March 30 SAPA—The general secretary 
of the SACC [South African Council of Churches], the 
Rev Frank Chikane, said he expected “some action 
within the next few days” after he and four other church 
leaders discussed the situation of detainees with the 
minister of law and order, Mr Adriaan Vlok, in Pretoria 
tonight. 
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The delegation, that also consisted of Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu (Anglican), the Rev Ron Steel (Congre- 
gational Church), the Rev Michael Moore (Presbyte- 
rian), and Archbishop Denis Hurley (Catholic), met with 
Mr Vlok for about two hours at police Headquarters. 
The Rev Chikane said afterwards he hoped the minister 
would act swiftly on the hunger strikers’ cases. 


“I expect some action within the next few days because 
we have discussed them extensively,” he said. 


Archbishop Tutu said the meeting had been held at the 
request of hunger strikers who had ended their fast, and 
who expected Mr Viok to reconsider their continued 
detention, in accordance with his statement that he 
would not do so until they had ended their hunger strike. 


The delegation were assured that the files of those who 
had been in detention would be brought to Mr Vlok 
immediately. Archbishop Tutu said they expected the 
minister's decisions within the next few days. The whole 
question of detention without trial had also been raised. 
“It 1s intolerable that people should be detained for 
almost three year,” he said. 


The Rev Chikane said the churchmen hoped that not 
only the hunger strikers, “but everybody who is in 
detention” would be released. 


They had specifically discussed former hunger strike 
Sandile Thusi’s case. Mr Vlok had his file on his table. 


“He is working on it and I hope he will be released within 
the next few days,” the Rev Chikane said. 


Archbishop Tutu said Mr Viok said he had signed 650 
release orders, of 900 people in detention. He thought 
about 50 detainees were still fasting, while police had put 
the figure at 12. It was difficult to arrive at exact figures 
because detainees were being held across the country. 


The meeting followed discussions and interventions 
made by the Rev Frank Chikane on behalf of the church 
leaders with detainees in the Durban area, detainees in 
Port Elizabeth and detainees in the Transvaal. 


Pik Botha on Thatcher ‘Weekend’ Namibia Visit 
MB3003 185289 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1848 GMT 30 Mar 89 


[Text] Johannesburg March 30 SAPA—British Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher is to visit Namibia over the 
weekend. 


Foreign Minister Pik Botha confirmed tonight that the SA 
Government had been consulted about her visit to the 
territory and “reacted positively to the suggested visit of 
Mrs Thatcher to the British contingent of UNTAG 
[United Nations Transition Assistance Group].” 
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Mr Botha said: “The customary and normal courtesy 
arrangements have been made to the satisfaction of Mrs 
Thatcher's office and the SA Goveriment.” 


He declined to comment on the possibility that he would 
meet Mrs Thatcher, but added he planned to visit 
Namibia tomorrow and on Saturday [! Apr]. 


SOWETAN Commends Thatcher for African Talks 
MB3003 102889 Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 
30 Mar 89 p 6 


[Editorial] 


[Text] Mrs Margaret Thatcher's visit to Africa comes at 
an interesting time in South African history. 


After Namibia’s independence South Africa will be 
encircled by black states. The pressures to change apart- 
heid and white domination would become a bigger 
nightmare for this country if the mood was not what it 
luckily seems to be these days. 


The Government is prepared to change and change 
quickly. While there are doubts about changing funda- 
mental policies, the South African Government will have 
no way of backing off. 


It must be becoming clear that the sooner there are 
negotiations held with legitimate black leaders, the 
sooner will the political logjam be broken. We have a 
feeling that the Government is beginning to see its way 
clear to talk openly with the banned exiled movements. 
The government should also at the same time stop the 
state of emergency and see to the release of all political 
leaders. 


Mrs Thatcher, who is not the most popular Western 
leader in the eyes of black South Africans, is probably 
aware of the looming changes. She has done the right 
thing by speaking to African leaders who have been 
willing to relate to South Africa only when apartheid ts 
removed. 


Papenfus Return ‘Expected’ 31 Mar at Border 
MB3003 193089 Johannesburg Television Service 
in English 1800 GMT 30 Mar 89 


{Text] Rifleman Johan Papenfus is expected to be 
handed over to the South African authorities on the 
border between Angola and SWA/Namibia tomorrow. 


The 26-year-old soldier's return home will bring to an 
end |! lonely months as a prisoner of war. His release is 
part of a swap involving 3 Cubans, |2 Angolans held by 
UNITA, and the Angolan pilot who crashlanded near 
Otyiwarongo last year. 
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Rifleman Papenfus, who was wounded in the leg before 
his capture by Angolan forces in May last year, will be 
taken to hospital for medical examination on his arrival 
back, and will probably not appear in public until next 
week. 


Commentary Views Soviet ‘Liberalizaiion’ 
MB3 103052889 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 31 Mar 89 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] Is communism on the way out? That question, 
increasingly posed in the West of late, has been given 
added interest following this week’s elections in the 
Soviet Union. The elections saw the ousting of promi- 
nent establishment figures and the stunning victory in 
Moscow of the Communist rebel, Boris Yeltsin. 


The results are widely interpreted as a demand by 
Russian public opinion for faster reform (or glasnost) 
measures and a liberalization of the political system. 
Does this mean, however, that Communism is on the 
decline in the Soviet Union? The starting point in the 
debate on this issue would appear to be that the Soviet 
leader, Mr Gorbachev, is and will remain a dedicated 
Communist in his ideological outlook. 


However, he has been facing up to the fact of a deterio- 
rating economy. The Soviet economy is going through 
severe Strains: there are productivity problems in facto- 
ries and rising unemployment to add to the many years 
of poor agricultural production. This week's election 
results underline the seriousness of the economic prob- 
lems in that those most directly affected (the ordinary 
people) voiced their protest through the ballot box. 


Mr Gorbachev's glasnost policy is aimed at rescuing the 
economy, and his voters have now asked him to expedite 
glasnost. The impact of glasnost has been seen in the 
international arena as well. Here the Russians seek, 
through the policy of perestroika, to create more relaxed 
relationships with the West. 


Put simply, the Soviet economy can no longer carry the 
heavy burden of financing revolutionary and expansion- 
ist activities around the world. In Afghanistan and 
Angola, the orders went out to pull back Communist war 
machines; revolutionary organizations such as the AFri- 
can National Congress that for many years have relied 
on Communist generosity to carry out their revolution- 
ary actions have been told bluntly to seek political 
settlements of their disputes. 


The Soviet empire might yet enter another expansionist 
phase in the future. But the economic ruin caused by 
Communist policies means that for now the Soviet 
Union wants more peaceful relations with the outside 
world and, at home, is pursuing a policy of liberalization. 
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The process of liberalization cannot be stopped or turned 
back. In that sense, Communism in the Soviet Union is 
crumbling. The acknowledgement by the Soviet estab- 
lishment of the failure of Communist economic policies 
has been another international impact. It appears to 
have nudged African leaders who have pursued Marxist 
socialist policies into acceptance of the fact that if they 
are to save their poverty-stricken and debt-ridden econ- 
omies, they will have to turn away from socialism and 
towards free enterprise. 


The growing realization in Africa of this lesson needs to 
be taken to heart by those who still advocate socialist 
economic policies for South Africa and South-West 
Africa: Marxist, or African, socialism is discredited and 
must be buried. 


Police Sergeant Wounded in 30 Mar Unrest 
MB31030S55589 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0547 GMT 31 Mar 89 


[Text] Pretoria, March 31, SAPA—Herewith the over- 
night unrest report as supplied by the Police Directorate 
of Public relations in Pretoria: 


“At Chesterville (Durban) an unknown gunman/men 
fired shots at a police vehicle and wounded one of the 
occupants, a sergeant, in the shoulder. 


“At Taylor’s Halt (Natal) five black men sustained slight 
burns and a bus was damaged when two petrol-bombs 
were hurled at the vehicle. 


“At Imbali (Pietermaritzburg) a group of blacks attacked 
three black men. Two of the men (aged 35 and 22 years) 
were stabbed to death and the third was wounded.” 


30 Mar Press Review on Current Problems, Issues 
MB3003 150989 


{Editorial Report] 


THE CITIZEN 


Thatcher Should Visit RSA—Johannesburg THE CITI- 
ZEN in English on 30 March asks in a page 6 editorial: 
“Could Mrs Margaret Thatcher, the British prime min- 
ister, be an acceptable mediator in South Africa's inter- 
nal problems just as she was between the foes in Rhode- 
sia? British press reports speculate that she might be.” 
“However, she should be under no misapprehension 
over the way the great majority of South Africans feel 
about the Lancaster House agreement which sold out 
Rhodesia’s whites.” “*(It) is essential that Mrs Thatcher 
visits South Africa. Such a visit should not depend on 
Mandela being freed or South Africa introducing sweep- 
ing reforms. The time to visit the is country is now when, 
as she herself says. the need for tact and persvasion is 
greater than e\ ye can best influence South Africans, 
black and w! e need for negotiations by coming 
here and pu message across personally.” 
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THE STAR 


Negotiate, Says Mrs Thatcher —*‘‘Negotiate, Mrs 
Thatcher urges South Africa,” notes Johannesburg THE 
STAR in English on 30 March in a page 10 editorial. “It 
iS a Message that an increasing number of South Africans 
have been recognizing for themselves anyway—when 
once it was equated with treason. There has been a 
procession of unofficial delegations trooping northwards 
to talk to the ANC. Scheduled to return to heavy flak is 
a group of Stellenbosch students whose colleagues tried 
to stop them from going to Lusaka.” “Unofficial talks 
with the ANC are really only an extension of government 
pragmatism. Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Kobus 
Meiring disclosed in an interview in an Information 
[Bureau of Information] publication that he, Mr Pik 
Botha, or officials had visited 28 African countries last 
year in the search for new friends and markets. The days 
of refusing to trade with unsympathetic or Marxist 
governments were long gone, said Mr Meiring.”’ “Gov- 
ernment was keen to substitute practical cooperation for 
political rhetoric. All promising stuff which suggests that 
negotiation could yet find favor as the powerful instru- 
ment it undoubtedly is.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Funding State Presidext’s Office—Johannesburg BUSI- 
NESS DAY in English on 30 March in a page 4 editorial 
remarks that “Parliament has every reason to examine 
minutely the estimates of expenditure for the state 
president's office as set out in the documents laughingly 
known as the budget for 1989-99. Bear with us while we 
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set out the indisputable facts, and then try to draw some 
conclusions.”’ “The state president’s office has budgeted 
to employ only 169 officials, down from last year’s 
budget figure of 196. A crude calculation will show that 
personnel expenditure per official is rising, year on year, 
by 43 percent.” “After all, the revised estimates for the 
past year show that the state president’s office overspent 
its budget, albeit by a small amount. So where did the 
money go, if not on staff?” 


NEW NATION 


Namibia’s Struggle Continues—“In exactly two days 
from now, the United Nations will take over the admin- 
istration of Namibia and steer the country to indepen- 
dence. The implementation of its plan will without 
doubt be a great victory for SWAPO and democratic 
forces around the world,” declares Johannesburg NEW 
NATION in English on 30 March in a page 6 editorial. 
“But the struggle for independence is not over. Two 
crucial processes will have to run their course before 
Namibia can truly said to be liberated. These are free 
and fair elections and the effective and genuine transfer 
of power.” “But it will not be enough for the UN to 
ensure a modicum of fairness in the election alone, if 
genuine independence, as envisaged in Resolution 435, 
is to be realized.” ““Without a genuine transfer of power, 
Resolution 435, as well as a free and fair election, will 
have been rendered hollow. As long as the SA military 
units and the dreaded Koevoet [crowbar] remain intact, 
the possibility of these forces hampering the transfer of 
power, and therefore the realization of full indepen- 
dence, remains a threatening possibility.” 
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Angola 


DPRK Envoy Delivers Kim Il-song Note; Ends Visit 
MB2403 140089 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1200 GMT 24 Mar 89 


[Text] In the Futungo de Belas yesterday, Comrade Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos, chairman of the MPLA-Labor 
Party and president of the People’s Republic of Angola, 
received a message from DPRK leader Kim Il-song. The 
message, delivered by Yang Hyong-sop, a special envoy 
of the DPRK head of state, expresses the solidarity of the 
Korean people with the Angolan people, and the desire 
to strengthen relations of cooperation between the two 
countries. 


On 22 March, Hyong-sop, who ended his 3-day visit to 
Angola today, met with Maria Mambo Cafe, secretary 
for youth of the Central Committee and responsible for 
local organizations, with whom he discussed the possi- 
bility of an Angolan youth delegation taking part in the 
world youth and student festival which will be held in 


Pyongyang. 


Hyong-sop, also chairman of the standing committee of 
the DPRK Supreme People’s Assembly, also met Com- 
rade Lucio Lara, first secretary of the People’s Assembly, 
with whom he cacihange information on the functioning 
of the two parliaments. 


* Religious Group Condemned for Subversion 
34420075b Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
21 Feb 89 p 5 


[Excerpt] The People’s Revolutionary Court (TPR) of 
Luanda imposed a heavy jail sentence of 5 to 19 years on 
19 members of the Tocoist religious sect for crimes 
against the security of the state and willful homicide. 


The founder of the Tocoist sect, Simao Toco, was deported 
to the Azores by Portuguese authorities for subversive 
activities before Angolan independence. 


Toco died of natural causes almost 9 years ago. His sect 
split into two wings, one which kept the original name; 
the other, more radical, wing adopted the name “18 
Tribes, 16 Classes” and does not respect any political or 
military institutions. 


Tocoism derives its base of support from the kiCongo in 
the north of the country. Two years ago elements of the 
radical wing were involved in a violent incident in 
Luanda when they tried to storm the central state secu- 
rity prison to free some of their members. The Tocoist 
fanatics burned a FAPLA [People’s Armed Forces for the 
Liberation of Angola] soldier alive during this attack. 
During the reading of the sentence on Friday the presid- 
ing judge of the TPR, Augusto da Costa Carneiro, said 
that since the death of the head of the Church of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ, known as the Tocoist Church, the sect 
has been convulsed by internecine strife, caused by 
disputes about who should succeed Simao Toco as head 
of the church. 
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The magistrate said, referring to the crimes committed 
by the prisoners, that their coreligionists had started 
“uprisings in Icolo and Bengo in total disregard of the 
law in force,” and that they were guilty of armed 
rebellion and murder. [passage omitted 


Botswana 


University Gathering Criticizes U.S. Policy 
MB3003 175889 Gaborone Domestic Service 
in English 1610 GMT 30 Mar 89 


[Text] The U.S. foreign policy came under heavy attack 
yesterday at a public lecture in Gaborone addressed by 
the chairman of Africa studies at the foreign services 
[words indistinct], Mr Donald Monat. The lecture was 
held at the University of Botswana student union hall. 


Criticism was leveled particularly at the U.S. policy 
towards Angola. The audience criticized the United 
States for not recognizing the MPLA government in 
Angola while “t the same time it is investing in Angola’s 
oil industry. It also mentioned America’s support for the 
UNITA rebel movement [words indistinct] direct inter- 
ference in the affairs of other nations. Some members of 
the audience shouted that the United States aids coun- 
tries which fall under Soviet sphere of influence while 
they [words indistinct] in influence for those countries to 
divert their present political directions the American 
way. They abhorred American support for the South 
African Government and UNITA and lack of support for 
the nationalist movement in the region. The point they 
argued contradicted the U.S. recognition of SADCC, of 
which Angola is a member. 


Manritius 


* Trade Agreement Signed With Hungary 
34190148a Port Louis L’'EXPRESS in French 
24 Feb 89 p7 


[Text] The Mauritian minister of trade, Mr Dwarkanath 
Gungah, and Mr Imre Dunai, Hungarian deputy minis- 
ter of trade, signed a trade agreement intended to tighten 
links between our two countries yesterday afternoon. 
The agreement was signed in the presence of members of 
the Hungarian delegation and officials of the Trade 
Ministry and Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 


Minister Gungah specified for the benefit of the press 
that the agreement concerned trade relations, tourism, 
and the lawnching of joint projects. He stressed that until 
mow trade relations between Mauritius and Hungary 
have been virtually nonexistent. Mauritius exported 
224,000 rupees worth of goods to Hungary in 1987 and 
imported 8.6 million rupees worth. Imports of Hungar- 
ian products totaled 5.6 million rupees in 1986. 


iney consisted primarily of raw materials, equipment 
for our textile factories, and machines for the handling of 
merchandise. 


Mr Gungah added that Mauritius is thinking of broad- 
ening its trade relations with the outside world as part of 
its second phase of industrialization and situated the 
accord signed yesterday within the framework of GATT. 


He added that the country is currently considering 
signing similar accords with other countries. 
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In the same breath, he saluted the firm Trans Invest for 
its performance in upgrading our network of roads. 


Hungarian Deputy Minister Dunai, for his part, stressed 
that the two countries had just recently established 
diplomatic relations. He explained that Hungary, whose 
present economic situation is highly complicated, is 
doing its best to diversify its production and liberalize its 
foreign trade. He hoped the agreement signed yesterday 
would be equally beneficial to our two countries in the 
area of tourism. 


Malawi 


Thatcher Arrives in Blantyre 30 Mar 
MB3003 181389 Blantyre Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 30 Mar 8&9 


[Text] The British prime minister, Mrs Margaret 
Thatcher, is now in Malawi at the start of a 3-day visit. 
The plane carrying Mrs Thatcher touched down at [name 
indistinct] airport in Blantyre at 0710 [1710 GMT] this 
evening. She was met on arrival by His Excellency the 
Life President Ngwazi Dr Kamuzu Banda, and a 1 9-gun 
salute was sounded. 


Later, Mrs Thatcher, accompanied by the [word indis- 
tinct], inspected the guard of honor mounted by Malawi 
(Rifles). 


Other dignitaries who welcomed Mrs Thatcher included 
cabinet ministers, members of the diplomatic corps, 
including the British high commissioner to Malawi, Dr 
Dennis Osborne, senior government officials and thou- 
sands of Malawians. 


Mozambique 


Chissano Discusses Thatcher Meeting 
MB3003 182889 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1730 GMT 30 Mar 89 


[Text] In Maputo this evening, Mozambican President 
Joaquim Alberto Chissano granted an interview to 
Teresa Lima, a reporter in Radio Mozambique’s inter- 
national newsdesk. 


President Joaquim Alberto Chissano described the 
redefinition of United Kingdom's stance concerning 
armed banditry, violence, and terror as one of the most 
notable results of his meeting with British Prime Minis- 
ter Margaret Thatcher yesterday. 


This stance is very important, because it shows under- 
standing of so-called Renamo’s true nature, notably in its 
acts against the Mozambican people, the Mozambican 
head of state said. 


In his interview with Radio Mozambique this evening, 
President Joaquim Alberto Chissano also referred to the 
practical and concrete results of his meeting with British 
Prime Minister Thatcher at Nyanga. 


[Begin Chissano recording] Well, we have two sets of 
talks. The first was a tripartite set of talks, in which we 
discussed mainly the issue of military training of 
Mozambican soldiers at Nyanga, Zimbabwe. We wanted 
to know to what extent the number of trainees at Nyanga 
could be increased. It was concluded that, for the 
moment, the number of trainees will be doubled. Thus, 
instead of only one company being trained at a time, two 
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companies will be trained at a time now. This, in turn, 
means that the United Kingdom will step up its material 
participation in that training, and in equipping the 
companies that will undergo training. 


We assessed the work that has already been done on the 
Limpopo Railroad and we concluded that work is devel- 
oping normally. The United Kingdom undertook to 
continue supporting that project and to do all in its 
power to ensure its success. 


Thus, thought will be given to the necessary measures 
that will ensure greater successes in the rehabilitation of 
the Limpopo Railroad, notably in the fields of finance, 
defense and so on. 


The second set of talks centered on Mozambican-British 
relations. | have already spoken about continued mili- 
tary cooperation. Secondly, there is Great Britain’s 
financial support for Mozambique. 


The British prime minister has announced that the 
United Kingdom will give 10 million pounds sterling to 
the People’s Republic of Mozambique to help Mozam- 
bique’s balance of payments. In addition to that, the 
United Kingdom »ill make 3 million pounds sterling 
available to th People’s Republic of Mozambique to 
help the rehalviliiation program for refugees and dis- 
placed people. ! hese programs will be implemented by 
nongovernment.a! Organizations. 


The British prime minister also told us of the United 
Kingdom's decision to give Mozambique approximately 
15,000 tons of cereals through the donors’ conference to 
be held in New York in April. This will be the United 
Kingdom’s share of aid at the donors’ conference. 


These are the concrete material results of the talks. [end 
recording} 


Red Cross Flights to ‘Bandit’ Areas Criticized 
MB2903171889 Dakar PANA in English 
1620 GMT 29 Mar 89 


[Text] Maputo, 29 March (AIM/PANA)}—Relations 
between the International Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) and South Africa’s MNR bandits came under 
sharp criticism on Tuesday [28 Mar] during a seminar in 
Maputo on international humanitarian law. 


The seminar is organised by the ICRC and the Norwe- 
gian Development Agency, NORAD, in collaboration 
with the Mozambican Government. 


The concept of neutrality and impartiality, under which 
the ICRC claims to operate, were the subject of heated 
debate. The ICRC argues that its intervention in con- 
flicts is merely to assist the victims, and neither to 
benefit nor prejudice either of the belligerents. An ICRC 
representative at the seminar openly admitted that in 
Mozambique his organisation has been flying supplies 
into zones controlled by the bandits. He defended this on 
the basis of the (?7ICRC’s) supposed impartiality. 


But other partipants at the seminar raised objections to 
this, seeing the ICRC flights as a form of support for the 
bandits, and an attempt to legitimise the war of destabi- 
lisation against Mozambique. 
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The ICRC operated flights into bandit-dominated parts 
of the Central province of Sofala between April and July 
1988. This generated such controversy that the flights 
were suspended. 


However, as from January, the ICRC has once again 
been sending supplies into bandit-held areas in Sofala 
and in the neighbouring province of Manica. 


The ICRC is the only international organization repre- 
sented in Mozambique that maintains formal contacts 
with the MNR. Despite this bandits kidnapped three 
ICRC workers (a Swiss doctor, a Dutch nurse and a West 
Germany nurse) in the famine stricken district of 
Memba in the northern province of Nampula on 16 
March. Negotiations area currently under way between 
the ICRC and the MNR for their release. 


Foreign Minister Opens Humans Rights Seminar 
MB2703131389 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1030 GMT 27 Mar 89 


[Text] Mozambican Foreign Minister Dr Pascoal Man- 
uel Mocumbi in Maputo today chaired the inaugural 
session of the seminar on international laws governing 
human rights. Numerous issues relating to international 
law on human rights and the scope of its implementation 
will be discussed at the seminar. 


Minister Pascoal Mocumbi in opening the meeting 
referred to the Mozambican Government's ongoing 
efforts on human rights, in line with Frelimo’s tradition 
during the armed struggle for national liberation. 


Representatives from the Portuguese-speaking African 
countries and Mozambican justice officials are attending 
the seminar. The opening was also attended by Justice 
Minister Ossumane Ali Dauto. 


Opens Development Seminar 
MB2703131989 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1030 GMT 27 Mar 89 


[Text] A seminar on administration and development 
was opened in Maputo this morning by Prime Minister 
Mario Machungo, who said it is necessary to relate the 
Mozambican experience to the administration and 
development issue. Machungo, after referring to the 
experience of planning where in many cases a list of aims 
was drawn up and the implications it had for national 
development were considered, talked of the rolc local 
administration must have in regional development: 


[Begin Machungo recording] This local administration 
and the need for cadres capable of formulating viable 
regional plans that are based on the full utilization of 
local, natural, human, and financial resources must be 
created by the state, and its capacity should be constantly 
updated and developed. There is also the need for local 
authorities to have the capacity to promote regional 
integration in the development process and for this 
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regional integration—which is going to promote national 
division of labor, and we must accept that—not to create 
imbalances in development. National labor division ts 
necessary because it is going to promote specific areas of 
specialization in each region. However, there should 
always be balanced development in the various regions. 
[end recording] 


For Finance Minister Abdul Magid Osman, who pre- 
sented the topic of economic structural adjustment and 
the priorities for the development, it is impossible to 
guide the economy along the administrative path. One 
cannot force the farmers to produce cotton unless they 
are encouraged to do so, Minister Magid said, after 
which he asked whether creative initiative had been 
liberated or cut during all these years. He affirmed the 
introduction of the economic rehabilitation program 
aims to rectify the course the economy was taking. The 
finance minister said today we are still in the developing 
phase. 


These were some of the items discussed at the seminar, 
which will continue until 31 March. 


War Jeopardizes State Plan in Manica 
MB2603 184389 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 26 Mar 89 


[Text] A recent meeting of the Department for Economic 
Policy of the Manica provincial committee of the Fre- 
limo Party heard that the 1989 State Central Plan is 
seriously jeopardized in the province’s northern and 
southern districts. However, prospects are good for 
Manica’s central districts and Chimoio city, where, 
according to our local correspondent, armed bandit 
actions 1S not serious. 


Spokesman ‘Doubts’ Renamo Killed Missionaries 
AU3103102889 Rome ANSA in English 0824 GMT 
31 Mar 89 


[Text] (ANSA) Lisbon [no date as received]|—A spokes- 
man in Lisbon for the Mozambique rebel movement, 
Renamo, said Thursday that as far as he knew the group 
had not carried out any military operations in the 
Zar region in past days. This was the area where 
tI | missionaries were killed at the weekend. 


In a telephone interview with ANSA, spokesman Manuel 
Frank said he doubted that Renamo guerrillas were 
responsible for the killings and the possible kidnapping 
of another Italian missionary. 


“We are not accustomed to attacking unarmed persons, 
much less foreign missionaries with whom we have good 
relations on the whole,” the spokesman said. 
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He pointed out that in the past, by mistake, members of 
religious orders have been caught up in military actions 
but that they had always been placed under Renamo’s 
protection and released in safe zones within a few days or 
at the most within a few weeks. 


Unfortunately, Frank continued, Mozambique in some 
areas has become a no-man’s land where banditry is rife. 


He did not rule out the possibility that the missionaries 
also may have fallen victim to government troops belong- 
ing to Frelimo. 


* GDR Truck Donation Marks Friendship Treaty 
33420068a Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
24 Feb 89 p 3 


[Text] Yesterday morning in Maputo, the GDR, through 
representatives of one of its international companies, 
Transportmaschinen, delivered 35 IFA-W50 trucks to 
the Mozambican Auto EE Technical Assistance Com- 
pany (EMOCAT). According to information gathered by 
our reporting staff, the delivery of the vehicles represents 
a commercial credit that is part of an annual merchan- 
dise and services exchange program between Mozambi- 
que and the GDR. 


Fritz Schmidt, director of business services in Mozambi- 
que for the German company, made the symbolic presen- 
tation of the truck keys to Amilcar Mujovo Ubisse, presi- 
dent of the EMOCAT installation commission. 


This was another of the events that was part of the 
week-long celebration of the 10th anniversary, on 24 
February, of the signing of the Friendship and Cooper- 
ation Treaty between the People’s Republic of Mozam- 
bique and the GDR. 


According to information received from the German 
ADN press agency, Mozambican workers assigned to the 
IFA Company in Ludwigsfeld, Germany, marked the 
occasion with their Germar colleagues last Tuesday. 


During the celebrations, the secretary-general of the 
League of Friendship with the Peoples of the GDR, E. 
Winkleman, described the work done by the Mozambi- 
can workers at Ludwigsfeld as very useful. He said that 
the cooperation with Mozambique has become au affair 
of the heart for the German people. 


Last Wednesday night in Maputo, as an additional part of 
the commemoration of the Friendship Treaty, there was a 
meeting convened by the Mozambique/GDR Friendship 
Committee at which the cooperation between the people of 
the two countries was discussed. Among those present at 
the meeting were Abner Sansao Muthemba, secretary- 
general of AMASP [expansion unknown], and Deolinda 
Guezimane, a member of the Frelimo [Mozamibique 
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National Front] party central committee, as well as others 
interested in the topic. Gunter Zachrau, the representative 
of the GDR Friendship League in Mozambique, was also 
present at the meeting. 


Namibia 
UN’s Martti Ahtisaarie Arrives in Windhoek 
MB3 103064989 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0625 GMT 31 Mar 89 


jText] Windhoek March 31 SAPA—United Nations 
Namibia supremo Martti Ahtisaari of Finland arrived 
here at 8.15am by air to supervise the UN settlement 
plan for Namibia starting on April 1. 


Mr Ahtisaari was met on the tarmac at Windhoek airport 
by South Africa’s administrator general, Louis Pienaar, 
and a delegation of UN officials led by the force com- 
mander of UNTAG, Lt Gen Dewan Prem Chand. 


Mr Ahtisaari and Mr Pienaar are due to address a press 
conference shortly. 


A large crowd of people were gathered at the airport to 
greet the man who will oversee Namibia's transition to 
independence. 


Holds Press Conference on Arrival 
MB3 103083489 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0831 GMT 31 Mar 89 


[Text] Windhoek March 21 SAPA—Namibia had been a 
wound in the side of Africa but today signalled the eve of 
a new era for all the country’s people, the United Nations 
special representative, Mr Martti Ahtisaari, said at a 
press conference at Windhoek airport shortly after his 
arrival. 


He was addressing a conference attended by more than 
100 journalists together with the administrator-general, 
Mr Louis Pienaar, who had met Mr Ahtisaari as he 
stepped from his flight from Frankfurt. 


Mr Ahtisaari said the transitional period would officially 
begin tomorrow. 


The sole purpose was the holding of free and fair 
elections in which the people of Namibia would elect a 
constituent assembly to draw up an independence con- 
stitution. 


Mr Ahtisaari said many essential preparations had to be 
made. 


All Namibian political prisoners and detainees, wher- 
ever they were held, had to be set free. 


Those Namibians who were in exile had to have the 
chance to return to their native land. 


Laws which could interfere with free and fair elections 
would be abolished. 


There had to be an end to violence and intimidation. 


Mr Ahtisaari said Namibia had “a very special place” in 
the hearts and minds of the whole world. Many govern- 
ments, Organisations and men and women of courage, 
goodwill and vision had devoted long years to help all 
concerned to come to this moment. “They are too many 
to mention here, but posterity will honour them and 
praise their selfless endeavours.” 
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Mr Ahtisaari said the transition process was the expres- 
sion of a unique and pioneering vision: that South Africa 
and the UN, with all the disparate history each brought 
to this moment, could and would jointly strive in all 
good faith to assist the people of Namibia to gain 
independence and their rightful place among the com- 
munity of nations. 


He said he had no illusions about the difficulties that lay 
ahead, neither did he believe did Mr Pienaar. “But in the 
same spirit which brought us to this place, we can work 
together.” 


In welcoming Mr Ahtisaari to Namibian soil, Mr Pienaar 
said he was looking forward to closer cooperation with 
him. 


He believed they shared the same objective—free and 
fair elections which would lead to the country’s indepen- 
dence. Mr Pienaar szid they would like the elections to 
be “free of the scourge of violent demonstrations.” 


Mr Pienaar said the country had been prepared step by 
step for independence. “*Now like an athlete entering the 
last lap, today is the ringing of the bell for the last lap.” 


In reply to a question, Mr Ahtisaari said he would 
welcome the presence of Namibia of observers from the 
Organisation of African Unity and other groups so that 
they could judge the independence exercise for them- 
selves. This would lend credibility to the whole exercise. 


Mr Pienaar said as far as he was concerned, he would 
also welcome the attendance of OAU observers and 
others. Mr Pienaar said it had not been South Africa's 
decision as to whether OAU observers and those from 
the Frontline States should be allowed, but his own. It 
was up to him to decide and “they would be most 
welcome”. 


Views Impartiality, Voting Age 
MB3103095289 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0941 GMT 31 Mar 89 


[Text] Windhoek March 31 SAPA—There were few 
people in Namibia who doubted the resolve of the 
United Nations to act with strict impartiality, the UN 
special representative for Namibia, Mr Martti Ahtisaari, 
said today. 


In reply to questions at a media conference at Windhoek 
international airport, Mr Ahtisaari said he was reaffirm- 
ing the UN’s pledge on impartiality. 


Mr Ahtisaari said he had been informed that he was 
meeting South Africa’s foreign affairs minister, Mr Pik 
Botha, over a working dinner tonight, and he was 
“looking very much forward to it.” 
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On the question of voting qualifications, particularly the 
minimum age, Mr Ahtisaari and the admunistrator- 
general, Mr Louis Pienaar, indicated they would tackle 
the issue in discussion soon. 


Mr Ahtisaari said to laughter that he “takes note of the 
flexible approach of the administrator-general.” 


In reply to a question on the role of the media, Mr 
Pienaar said he accepted that newspapers took a partisan 
political approach which was part of the freedom of the 
press. 


Where the SWA Broadcasting Corporation was con- 
cerned, Mr Pienaar said, he had already held discussions 
with the corporation's director-general. 


The SWABC did not come under the jurisdiction of the 
administrator-generai, but the SWABC gave assurances 
to Mr Pienaar that they were taking steps to “reflect total 
impartiality in news coverage of events in the months 
ahead.” 


Military Monitoring Group Holds Final Session 
MB3103113589 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1100 GMT 31 Mar 89 


[Text] Our reporters at Ruacana on the border of Angola 
and South-West Africa/Namibia said that everything 1s 
ready for the exchange of rifleman Johan Papenfus and 15 
FAPLA and Cuban prisoners of war later today. Rifleman 
Papenfus is waiting in a tent on the Angolan side of the 
Kunene River, and the 12 Angolans and three Cubans in 
tents on the South-West Africa/Namibian side. 


Meanwhile, the Joint Military Monitoring Commission 
is holding its last meeting before it is dissolved at the 
implementation of the United Nations settlement plan 
for the independence of the territory that comes into 
effect tomorrow. 


UK Confirms Thatcher to Visit 1 Apr 
MB3003 171989 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1716 GMT 30 Mar 89 


[Text] Windhoek March 30 SAPA—British Prime Min- 
ister Mrs Margaret Thatcher will visit Namibia over the 
weekend, her office at Number 10 Downing Street in 
London has confirmed. 


Reporters covering the United Nations supervised 
Namibian independence exercise phoned her office this 
afternoon and it was confirmed that Mrs Thatcher would 
be visiting the territory where the independence process 
begins on Saturday [1 Apr]. 


Her programme while in Namibia was not disclosed. 
Meanwhile, South African Foreign Minister Pik Botha 


and Defence Minister Magnus Malan are also expected 
in Windhoek tomorrow on an unspecified programme. 
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ZIANA, Zimbabwe's national news agency, reports that 
Mrs Thatcher left Zimbabwe for Malawi this evening 
after a hectic two-day official visit. 


She was seen off at Harare International Airport by 
President Robert Mugabe and Mrs Mugabe. 


Before boarding her Royal Air Force VCIO, Mrs 
Thatcher was entertained by traditional dangers and 
inspected a guard of honour mounted by the presidential 
guard. She left Harare at 6.10pm [1610 GMT]. 


To Meet Pik Botha in Windhoek 
MB3103052189 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0515 GMT 31 Mar 89 


[Text] Windhoek March 31 SAPA—A South African 
foreign affairs spokesman confirmed this morning that 
British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher, currently on 
a visit to southern Africa, will arrive in Windhoek 
tomorrow to visit British troops in the UNTAG contin- 


gent. 


She is also to have talks with South Africa's foreign 
affairs minister, Mr Pik Botha. 


It is not known how long she is likely to stay in Wind- 
hoek and who else she may see. Details will be made 
known later today. 


SWAPO Discusses Exiles’ Return, Detains ‘Spies’ 
MB3003173189 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1726 GMT 30 Mar 89 


[Text] Windhoek March 30 SAPA—The first group of 
SWAPO exiles to return to Namibia is expected to take 
part on May 15 in the United Nations-sponsored settle- 
ment plan, SWAPO's acting chairman and Central Com- 
mittee member, Mr Danny Tjongarero, said in Wind- 
hoek today. 


A special schedule for the return of exiles has been drawn 
up, but SWAPO’s president, Mr Sam Nujoma, would not 
be returning at that stage. Mr Tjongarero told a media 
conference the situation “is not secure enough” yet to 
bring home the organisation's leader. 


SWAPO's acting foreign affairs secretary in Namibia, 
Mr Niko Bessinger, confirmed the organisation vas 
detaining “people uncovered and accused as spies of 
South Africa.” Their future would be decided in the next 
few weeks. Some would be released to participate in the 
independence process while others “will be exposed 
internationally” and handed over to the International 
Committee of the Red Cross. Mr Tjongare:o said 
SWAPO would not encourage its supporters to go out to 
Windhoek’s airport tomorrow to meet the UN special 
representative for Namibia, Mr Martti Ahtisaari. 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


There were fears that people posing as SWAPO support- 
ers would act as “agents provocateur” within SWAPO 
ranks to discredit the organisation. Information to that 
effect had been reported to the police, Mr Tjongarero 
said. 


He urged Namibians to be committed to the goal of a 
peaceful solution in Namibia. “SWAPO's policy has 
never been one of violence but rather in response to 
violence, colonialism and repression.” 


It was the wish of every “patriotic Namibian” that the 
transition to independence from April | should proceed 
smoothly. The implementation date of the UN settle- 
ment plan marked “a glorious victory for the Namibian 
people,” he said. 


Mr Bessinger said a SWAPO-controlled government 
would not allow South Africa’s African National Con- 
gress to set up military bases in Namibia after indepen- 
dence—although SWAPO and the ANC had had a close 
relationship over many years and though the ties 
between the two organizations would be maintained. 


If SWAPO did not win the elections in November, the 
Organization would be prepared to take its place as “a 
peaceful opposition.” The organisation was committed 
to the settlement plan of the UN and had signed a formal 
ceasefire which began on April | at six AM [0400 GMT]. 


“We are giving peace a chance,” he said. 


SWAPO Urges of Discriminatory Laws 
MB2803151789 Luanda ANGOP in Portuguese 
1930 GMT 27 mar 89 


{Text} Luanda, 27 March (ANGOP)}—SWAPO in 
Luanda over the weekend urged the United Nations to 
scrap all racist laws and practices in Namibia beginning 
1 April, the date scheduled for the beginning of the 
implementation of the independence plan. 


SWAPO was reacting to press reports from Windhoek 
saying UNTAG [United Nations Transition Assistance 
Group] members are now victims of discriminatory 
practices in Namibia, (?namely) refusal to enter restau- 
rants exclusively reserved for whites. 


SWAPO legal Secretary Ernest Tjiriange urged the South 
African colonial government to lift all discriminatory 
and racist laws and to ban such practices. 


DTA, SWAPO Reject ANC Military Bases in Country 
MB3 103065189 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 31 Mar 89 


[Text] The two biggest political parties in South-West 
Aft.ca/Namibia, the Democratic Turnhalle Alliance and 
SWAPO, have both rejected the idea of ANC bases in the 
territory after independence. Spokesmen for the two 
parties disclosed this at two separate news conferences in 
Windhoek. 
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The spokesmen said that irrespective of whatever sym- 
pathies there might be for the ANC, a military presence 
would not be ailowed in Namibia. 


Zimbabwe 


Further on Visit by UK's Thatcher 


Cites Growth Potential at Mine 
MB3003 142089 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1415 GMT 30 mar 89 


{Text} Bindura March 30 SAPA—British Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher today opened Zimbabwe's biggest 
gold mine, saying investment in the mine by Cluff 
Resources PLC, a 'Jnited Kingdom-based company, 
showed the country had political stability and enormous 
potential for investment. 


She said the country needed more investments to create 
jobs and raise the standard of living of its people and 
added that she hoped Zimbabwe's planned invesiment 
code would be good. 


“The potential in this country is enormous, but so much 
more investment 1s needed,” she said, according to a 
report by ZIANA, the national news agency. 


There was going to be a conference in May on invest- 
ment in Zimbabwe to be held in London. 


Mrs Thatcher also said the Lancaster House talks which 
led to Zimbabwe's independence showed some African 
countries can settle their problems by persistent negoti- 
ations with a will by all sides to reach a peaceful 
conclusions. 


She said Britain and Zimbabwe's flags. which flew side 
by side at the mine, were a visible symbol of the “true .... 
friendship that has sprung up since independence” 
between the two countries, according to ZIANA. 


Meets Harare Press 
MB3003 170089 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1655 GMT 30 Mar 8&9 


[Text] Harare March 30 SAPA—British Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher said today that she saw “so much 
hope” for the southern African situation that it would be 
absurd at this stage to impose sanctions on South Africa. 


She told a press conference at the end of her two-day 
visit to Zimbabwe she believed that the next step in the 
process should be the release of ANC leader Nelson 
Mandela and the unbanning of political organizations in 
South Africa, ZIANA, the national news agency reports. 
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These measures, said Mrs Thatcher, would “unlock the 
door” for negotiations. She insisted that negotiation was 
the solution to South Africa’s problems, saying that a 
form of Soviet perestroika, brought about through dis- 
cussions, was working in the region. 


Mrs Thatcher, speaking not long before her departure for 
Malawi, the final leg of her six-day African tour, said she 
hoped that the Pretoria government had plans to cope 
with the situation in South Africa after Mandela was 
release—“which I hope will not be too long”. 


These, she said, would have to be made to ensure there 
was nol a “vacuum” when he was freed. 


In reply to a question, she indicated she had no plans for 
a surprise visit to Namibia on Saturday [| Apr], saying 
that when she was to go somewhere she would make an 
announcement, and “I have no announcement to make”. 


Saying that her visit to Zimbabwe, during which she had 
talks with President Robert Mugabe and President Joa- 
quim Chissano, had been “very good”, she predicted 
bright prospects for Zimbabwe. She said: “I see a very 
good future, both economically and politically, for Zim- 
babwe.” 


Mrs Thatcher said her reception in Zimbabwe had been 
hospitable and warm and there was obviously a “great 
bond” between Zimbabwe and Britain. She said she had 
delayed her visit to Zimbabwe for some time so she 
could watch developments here and, since arriving, she 
had been impressed with the use of foreign aid given tw 
Zimbabwe, and with developments in agriculture and 
schooling. 


Mrs Thatcher, who visited the British Military Assis- 
tance Team in eastern Zimbabwe yesterday where it is 
currently training Mozambican troops, said she felt 
“very proud of everything the British Army is doing in 
the way of carrying out its duties.” 


She complimented Zimbabwe on what she said was its 
good economy and economic prospects, and the stable 
political system so necessary for investment, but she also 
touched on the need for an investment code to be spelled 
out by the government which, when done, could obvi- 
ously attract many investors. 


Turning to political issues, she said: “I think there is 
enormous hope for the politics of the region.” 


She recalled her meeting with South African Foreign 
Minister Pik Botha in London two weeks ago, and that 
her door was no open for further visits by South African 
cabinet ministers. 


British officials told newsmen on Mrs Thatcher's flight 
to Zimbabwe from Nigeria on Tuesday that she intended 
to follow-up her meeting with Mr Botha by speaking to 
other cabinet ministers from South Africa. 
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Invitations would not be sent out, bu: her docr would be 
open to ministers when they were in Europe, and, said 
the officials, Mrs Thatcher was particularly keen to meet 
Finance Minister Barer du Plessis. 


On Mozambique, Mrs Thatcher described the MNR as 
one of the “more brutal terrorist organisations” that was 
guilty of horrendous atrocities. 


Mrs Thatcher, who announced increased British military 
aid for Mozambique, said President Chissano “really has 
a problem on his hands” but Britian would do what it 
could to help, although this did not extend to British 
military intervention in the affairs of Mozambique. 


She said Britain hoped elections in Namibia would be 
held on the same lines as those that had brought inde- 
pendence to Zimbabwe. 


“So, throughout the region here is more hope. There is 
an understanding it is best to solve those problems as far 
as possible through negotiations,” said Mrs Thatcher. 


On the ANC, she said there had been no renunciation of 
violence, neither had Mandela yet been freed. It was 
obvious that when he was freed, he would have to be 
allowed to speak his mind, said Mrs Thatcher. 


She said that if sanctions were to work “they will orly 
work by bringing about poverty and starvation” in South 
Africa. She said that, through negotiation, the future 
South Africa could inherit an excellent economy and not 
the poverty and starvation that would be brought about 
by sanctions if they were effective. 


“] think there is so much hope now that I think it would 
be absurd to impose sanctions now,” Mrs Thatcher 
declared, saying she believed the next step toward 
unlocking the door would be the release of Mandela and 
the unbanning of political organizations. 


Mrs Thatcher, replying to another question, said she 
believed in South African Government assurance that it 
no longer supported Renamo (MNR) bandits in Mozam- 
bique, and that Pretoria would like to see peace in 
Mozambique to allow the development of regional 
resources. 


She said did not believe a settlement would have been 
reached in Angola without the aid of the Soviet Union, 
and that Soviet-style perestroika was working through 
Soviet efforts towards negotiation in southern Africa. 
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Asked about the possible sale of British Harrier militar: 
jets to Zimbabwe, Mrs Thatcher said she had not talked 
about defence matters in any detail with President 
Mugabe, but that Zimbabwe knew Britain was open to 
discussion in this respect. 

Her final questioner asked if it was true that “you are the 
only man in your cabinet?” 


Mrs Thatcher evoked a gale of laughter from the dozens 
of journalists at the conference when she replied: “I am 
much more important than that. I am the only woman.~ 


Stresses Investment Code 
M B3103 104489 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1031 GMT 31 Mar 89 


[Text] Harare March 31 SAPA—Margaret Thatcher, the 
first British premier to visit this country in a quarter-of- 
a-century, made a point of mentioning just before she 
left that Zimbabwe needed a business investment code. 


At a press conference on Thursday, “Ars Thatcher 
devoted a section of her opening address to the invest- 
ment climate and prospects for Zimbabwe, said a report 
today by ZIANA, the national news agency. 


She said possible investors would look at three things. 


“| think they are going to look at a good economy, and I 
think they are going to find it in Zimbabwe, whether it is 
going to be in agricultural work or in the increasing 
industry or in potential development. 


“They are also going to look at a stable political system— 
and that is extremely importani—if you are making 
major investments in Africa, and I think they would find 
great stability in Zimbabwe. 


Mrs Thatcher said investors would also look for an 
investment code. 


They would not put their money where there was no 
certainty of reasonable profit and a chance to leave some 
of their original stake in the country of their choice so it 
could be re-invested, she said. 


Mrs Thatcher said Zimbabwe had not yet got an invest- 
ment code, but the government had indicated that the 
co Je was likely to be ready in time for the joint British- 
Zimbab~e :odustrial investment conference in London 
in May. 


“| think when they have got that (code), there will be a 
lot more people who will choose to invest in Zimbabwe 
because they wi!! find it a good country to invest in,” 
said Mrs Thatcher. 
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Burkina Faso 


Liptako-Gourma Ministerial Meeting Ends 
AB2503 134489 Ouagaoduogou Domestic Service 
in French 1900 GMT 24 Mar 89 


[Text] The minister of the Liptako-Gourma Authority 
will have their next meeting in Bamako in October this 
year. The ministers took leave of each other after dealing 
fully with the agenda of their 25th session. At the end of 
the 48-hour session, the ministers adopted the report of 
activities presented by the director general of the author- 
ity and the report on the meeting of experts. The green 
light was also given for the implementation of the new 
development strategy of the Liptako-Gourma region. 
The 25th session also decided to set up a national 
_monitoring committee of the authority’s activities 
within each member-state. 


The authority approved the 1989 budget estimated at 
nearly 165 million CFA francs. The minister of the 
Liptako-Gourma authority also apealed to member 
countries and the director general’s office to lend their 
support to organizing a roundtable meeting of funding 
agencies. This meeting is being organized by our country 
for the implementation of the second phase of the Sahel 
Railway. Let us listen to Minister of Planning and 
Cooperation Issifou Ouedraogo expressing his satisfac- 
tion with the quality of work done. 


[Begin Ouedraogo recording] The balance sheet of activ- 
ities of our subregional institution during 1988 was in 
conformity with the directives of the Council of Minis- 
ters. These activities were particularly very fruitful, and 
we consider their results as quite positive. I am therefore 
calling on the director general and his staff to redouble 
their efforts and show more determination and initiative 
in order to exploit as effectively as possible the various 
achievements of the Liptako-Gourma Authority. 


The new development strategy of the Liptako-Gourma 
region, which we have adopted reaffirms the major 
options of the authority. These options clarify [words 
indistinct] none of which should change the policies of 
the various sectors that we have specified. We have, to 
this end outlined the main implications of this new 
strategy, which comprise in particular a reorganization 
of the general directorate and the setting up of projects 
and programs for the various sectors, which would 
respond to the new development approach envisaged. 


Following the examination of the financial report of the 
past fiscal year, we adopted the budget for activities in 
1989. Finally, we have put finishing touches to the 
preparation for the next conference of heads of state of 
our subregional organization. 


Ladies and gentlemen, comrades: If we have been able to 
rapidly review the reports submitted to us and decided 
on measures to be taken, it is because of the strong 
political will and determination of each of our member 
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states to develop a solid and fraternal coopeation within 
the authority for the mutual interest of the hard- working 
people of the Liptako-Gourma region and of all the 
people of member states. [end recording] 


Cuban Technicians Help Build Ceramic Factory 
AB2803223389 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in 
French 1900 GMT 28 Mar 89 


[Summary] The minister of economic promotion, Cap- 
tain Henri Zongo, this afternoon presided over the 
presentation ceremony of the ceramic project in the 
Kossobo industrial area, attended by the Cuban ambas- 
sador to Burkina. This project is the fruit of the excellent 
relations between Cuba and Burkina, two revolutionary 
countries. The ceramic factory produces sanitary, house- 
hold, and decorative articles. A 15-man Cuban team of 
technicians helped in the execution of the project. 


Guinea 


Guinea-Bissau Envoy Delivers Vieira Message 
AB2503080189 Conakry Domestic Service in French 
1945 GMT 24 Mar 89 


[Text] President Lansana Conte today received Jose 
Pereira, member of the Political Bureau of the African 
Party for the Independence of Guinea-Bissau and Cape 
Verde, who brought him a message from President Joao 
Bernardo Vieira of Guinea-Bissau. Present at the meet- 
ing were Major Jean Traore, member of the Military 
Committee for National Redress [CMRN] and foreign 
affairs minister; and Major Henri Tofani, minister of 
interior and decentralization. 


While delivering the message, Jose Pereira stated that he 
was charged with conveying the warm and fraternal 
greetings of President Vieira, who, he said, also sent to 
President Conte his sincere wishes of excellent health 
and increasing success in implementing the national 
recovery program of the CMRN and Second Republic 
Government. President Vieira, the minister said, is 
anxious to strengthen fruitful bilateral relations of coop- 
eration for the benefit of our peoples and the countries in 
the subregion. This is why, President Conte said, the 
Guinean Government is ready and will do its best to 
accelerate the development process aimed at promoting 
the welfare of our peoples. 


The Guinea-Bissau envoy was accompanied by (Sherif 
Toure), ambassador of Guinea-Bissau to Conakry, and 
(Pierre Nicholas Tiotan), head of the Consular Depart- 
ment and Immigration of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. 


Ivory Coast 


* Bedie Seeks To Strengthen Ties to Italy 
34190136b Abidjan FRATERNITE MATIN in French 
12 Feb 89 p6 


{Article by Honorine Yaoua Kouman: “Ivory Coast Has 
a Reliable Budget’’} 


[Text] A group of Italian members of parliament belong- 
ing to Italy’s national hydrocarbon agency were invited 
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to lunch yesterday noon at the Cocody residence of 
National Assembly Speaker Henri Konan Bedie. 


Our parliamentary speaker told his guests that, although 
the Ivory Coast is essentially agricultural, and despite the 
sharp drop in prices for our crops and our foreign debt 
burden, we have a very reliable budget. 


Assembly Speaker Bedie also assured them that our 
financial problems can be solved by cooperation to the 
extent that, if our products received better acceptance 
and brought higher prices on the international market, 
all these difficulties associated with the debt burden 
would be spared us. Such international cooperation has 
always been espoused by the Ivory Coast through its 
policy of dialogue and was now, more than ever, neces- 
sary. He went on to emphasize the excellence of relations 
between the Ivory Coast and Italy as well as their 
exemplary cooperation in all areas of activity, and 
expressed his hope that these relations would continue to 
develop and that new investments would become clear. 


The spokesman for the Italian members of parliament, 
Mr Biagio Marzo, said that the goal of their presence in 
Abidjan since last Sunday was to become better 
acquainted with our country on a political, economic, 
and social level. 


He said, too, that their greatest interest was in invest- 
ment issues since their company had authority over 
government industry. He also honored President Hou- 
phouet-Boigny for all that he was doing for his country 
and went on to praise the Ivory Coast’s political stability, 
the basis for the accomplishments achieved by our 
country, which he considered to be a well structured 
society. 


The members of parliament, who are participating in a 
seminar on the internationalization of National Hydro- 
carbons Agency (ENI) activities in cooperation with the 
Italian company AGIP [National Italian Oil Company], 
have already visited the Congo and Nigeria. 


They left our country yesterday evening. 


The Italian ambassador to the Ivory Coast, Mr Carlo 
Calia, also attended the luncheon given by Assembly 
Speaker Bedie. 


The members of parliament were among the group of 
businessmen who participated in working meetings with 
the Ministries of Industry and Mining. 


* March Supports Cocoa, Coffee Policy 
34190136c Abidjan FRATERNITE MATIN in French 
30 Jan 89 p 23 


[Article by Alfred Dan Moussa: “Stand Firm, We Are 
Behind You”’] 


[Text] Abengourou—Animation yesterday on the road 
from the water tower square in Dioulakro to the Prefec- 
ture was unprecedented as planters marched in defense 
of the price of cacao and coffee, which are major crops in 
the Departments of Abengourou and Agnibilekrou. 


WEST AFRICA 


After all, Niabley residents Sassan Kouao and Yao Fils 
Pascal are listed as winners of the National Progress 
Cup, a honor received for their efforts in managing 
national development companies. 


By scoring successes such as these, the people of the 
Indenie and the Djuablin have proved President Hou- 
phouet-Boigny right in launching, from Abengourou in 
1932, his famous tract against speculators and other 
colonists trying to get rich on the back of the African 
farmer. To that extent, yesterday’s market was first and 
foremost a birthday party for President Houphouet- 
Boigny’s cry of revolt 57 years ago. 


A banner yesterday put it very well: “1932-1989, 57 
Years of Struggle Against Injustice. We Shall Overcome. 
Discouragement Is Not Ivorian.” 


“We have been robbed too much,” Dr Felix Houphouet- 
Boigny wrote, striking Out at any association that put 
Africa and Africans in the position of horse and Euro- 
peans in the comfortable position of rider—at any form 
of exploitation of man by man. His concern is still valid 
in 1989. 


Those from the Indenie and the Djuablin who met 
yesterday in Abengourou—traditional and _ political 
authorities, elected officials, and business executives, 
young and old—came to honor Houphouet-Boigny, who 
had the luminous idea that the struggle for fair pay for 
farmers must start very early. 


It is easy to imagine what the situation of Ivorian coffee 
and cacao growers would be today if this struggle had not 
begun in the 1930's. 


We Want To Live 


Understandably, what the people of the eastern Ivory 
Coast set out to do yesterday was to thank the president 
for the accomplishments and victories that punctuate his 
glorious career and to renew their pledge of support, as 
was stated more than once. 


There were banners that read: “No To Reducing the 
Purchase Price,” “No to Disinformation and Unemploy- 
ment,” and “No to Injustice.” The banners supported 
the refusal to sell cheaply with the argument, “We Want 
To Live, Too.” Thus, farmers yesterday called on the 
president’s daily vigilance and the combined efforts of 
the entire nation to “Stop the selfishness of the rich.” 
“President Houphouet-Boigny: Stand Firm, We Are 
Behind You.” 


The eloquence of the banners speaks for itself, as did 
remarks made by Prefect Philippe Koffi Behibro; Mr 
Aka Anghui, a member of the PDCI [Democratic Party 
of the Ivory Coast] Political Bureau who spoke on behalf 
of the sons of the Indenie and the Djuablin; the mayor of 
Abengourou, Mr Thiemele Aka; and Patience Ahua, who 
spoke on behalf of young people. Traditional ieaders 
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conducted a very significant ceremony of benediction, 
during which King Bonzou II asked the Almighty to 
grant the president a long life and to make his struggle 
immensely fruitful. 


This beautiful ceremony yesterday in Abengourou ended 
with Minister Emile Brou’s reading of a special motion 
of support for the president. 


* Minister Asks Cocoa, Coffee Growers Support 
34190136a Abidjan FRATERNITE MATIN in French 
23 Feb 89 p 23 


[Article by Hien Solo: “Farmers Support President's 
Struggle”; first three paragraphs are FRATERNITE 
MATIN introduction.] 


[Text] Ivorian farmers have remained calm in the face of 
the current econo:nic difficulties. They know that spec- 
ulators, who are jealous of the immense strides our 
country has taken in its 28 years of independence, want 
to check our development and rob us by not paying us 
the true value of our labor. 


Even more, they remember 1932 when, under similar 
conditions, the Ivory Coast came through victorious, 
thanks to a young doctor named Felix Houphouet- 
Boigny. Of course, times have changed. “But,” they tell 
us, “we still support him, today as yesterday, with our 
patience.” Better yet, the presidents of the coffee and 
cacao cooperative-oriented groups and the group unions 
have formed a joint society to face future battles. 


During a working visit to producers in Agboville Tues- 
day, Agriculture Minister Denis Bra Kanon, noted this 
new awareness, which he especially welcomed on behalf 
of the government. 


We know that the current coffee campaign is not going as 
well as it might. Sales remain poor on the international 
market, and bank coffers are less than overflowing. 


The situation naturally affects farmers, who are suffering 
the consequences. Some are even having trouble selling 
their crops. In many regions, shady buyers are taking 
advantage of those who cannot hold out very long and 
are forced to sell cheaply. 


Agriculture Minister Denis Bra Kanon decided last 
Tuesday to meet in Agboville with the national heads of 
the coffee and cacao cooperatives and certain leading 
producers to discuss all these issues, as well as the revival 
of the cooperative movement. 


There is little danger for the time being. “The president,” 
he told them, “will soon make important decisions to 
stop the current situation.”” Houphouet, Mr Bra Kanon 
said, “is sensitive to the unanimous support you give 
him every day in facing the gigantic plot threatening our 
country and, beyond us, developing countries that pro- 
duce raw materials.” 
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The minister of agriculture asked Ivorian farmers, whom 
he considers frontline soldiers, because they are the first 
victims, to keep a cool head and to act in unity and 
solidarity, as is currently the case in Agboville. 


Indeed, under the banner of their political leader, Min- 
ister Nicolas Angba, everyone in the capital of the 
Agneby understands this need. As a result, Agboville 
currently has the best cooperative company in the coun- 
try: out of 85 cooperative-oriented groups, 80 have 
united. Mr Bra Kanon sees the Agboville cooperative 
movement as a path, “the milky way to effectively 
combatting the unprincipled crop purchasers who are 
taking advantage of our poor farmers (...)”. 


According to the minister, the cooperative movement 
must make a fresh, sound start, and cooperatives must 
become veritable economic structures, capable of 
improving the lot of their members. 


These structures must allow farmers to take their fate in 
their own hands by acquiring the production means 
themselves and by ensuring themselves of strong, viable 
savings. 


To that end, Agboville should begin putting together a 
center for coffee cuttings this year, with the help of the 
SATMACI [Technical Assistance Company for the Agri- 
cultural Modernization of the Ivory Coast]. If the exper- 
iment is conclusive, it will be extended to all the big 
cooperatives. 


Liberia 


Nimba Exiles Return From Ivory Coast 
AB2703 184889 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT 27 Mar 89 


[From the “African News” program] 


[Text] The Liberian authorities have said that about 100 
Liberians who fled to Ivory Coast after an unsuccessful 
coup in 1985 have returned home. Their return follows 
President Samuel Doe’s appeal for all exiles to return. 
The exiles from Nimba County were among hundreds 
who fled across the border after the attempted coup. The 
coup leader, General Thomas Quiwonkpa, who came 
from Nimba, was killed. The Liberian authorities say 
they assured the Nimba exiles in the Ivorian capital, 
Abidjan, that they were free to return to Liberia without 
fear. 


Fund Drive for Debt Repayment to U.S. Announced 
AB2803181789 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
1710 GMT 28 Mar 89 


[Text] President Doe and the Liberian Cabinet unani- 
mously decided to launch a nation-wide fund drive for 
the repayment of all debts owed the United States of 
America dating as far back as 50 years ago. This decision 
was taken today during a Cabinet meeting held at the 
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Executive Mansion. The Cabinet made it clear that 
Liberia’s debt to the U.S. is being paid out of a sense of 
national pride and a deep appreciation for the long, 
historic, and traditonal relations between the United 
States of America and the Republic of Liberia. 


Meanwhile, a date is to be announced shortly for the 
hosting of the national fund drive. All citizens of Liberia, 
foreign residents, the business community, the market- 
ing association, federation of drivers and tailors unions, 
labor un‘ons, students and all friends of Liberia are 
invited to participate in this nationwide endeavor. All 
groups and individuals are requested to come out on the 
day of the national fund drive with any amnount in 
defense and support of Liberia's pride. The fund drive 
will be strictly voluntary and no one will be tasked or 
forced to make any contribution. The government will 
accept any amount from one cent to thousands or 
millions of dollars. 


A release from the Ministry of Information, quoted by an 
Executive Mansion release, said this exercise is consis- 
tent with government’s pronouncement in 1980 that all 
legitimate debts, owed to foreign governments, institu- 
tions, and private individuals by the Republic of Liberia, 
will be honored. 


Nigeria 


Babangida Sees Politics Ban Lifted ‘Soon’ 
AB2603065289 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
2100 GMT 25 Mar 89 


[Excerpt] President Ibrahim Babangida has commended 
Nigerians for their patience, understanding, and cooper- 
ation given to the government on measures introduced 
to soften the hardship being experienced by all. He also 
urged them to continue to exhibit the same levei of 
patience and support for the country’s economic recov- 
ery program. The president stated this in his Easter 
message to the nation. He said that very soon, the ban on 
part politics will be lifted in consonance with the gov- 
ernment’s desire to implement the letter of the transition 
program. President Babangida, therefore, implored 
Nigerians to eschew bitterness and open up a new 
dimension of peaceful politicking that will be unprece- 
dented. General Babangida remarked that the level of 
success the country could achieved would depend on the 
cooperation and sincerity of all. [passage omitted] 


Cuban Envoy Briefs Babangida on Southern Africa 
AB2803 181689 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT 28 Mar 89 


[Text] President Ibrahim Babangida today pledged that 
Nigeria would continue to participate actively in efforts 
to resolve the conflict in Angola and make Namibia 
self-governing under SWAPO [South-West African Peo- 
ple’s Organization]. President Babangida made the 
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pledge at Dodan Barracks while receiving Manuel Vila 
Sosa, a special envoy from the Cuban leader, who called 
to brief him on the series of affairs in Angola and 
Namibia. 


He commended the Cuban Government for keeping to 
the terms of the accord signed in December last year in 
spite of complaints that the agreement was being vio- 
lated by South Africa and the U.S., which assisted in 
aiding rebel UNITA [National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola] group in Angola. General 
Babangida expressed the appreciation of the Federal 
Government to the Cuban leader, Dr Fidel Castro, for 
ensuring that Nigeria and other concerned African coun- 
tries were being briefed on Cuba’s role in Angola and 
events in Namibia. 


Senegal 


* Wade’s Return May Signal Talks With PS 
34190096a Dakar WAL FADJRI in French 
3 Feb 89 pp 5, 6 


[Article by A. Camara: “PDS: Wade Returning” ] 


[Text] This “vacation” of Mr Wade was originally sup- 
posed to last only a month. On his arrival it will have 
been 5 months of “business travel.”” The PDS [Senega- 
lese Democratic Party] administration has announced 
that its leader will be returning this month, at a time 
when the “Sopi”’ [beloved one] has lost some of his fire, 
but also when the PDS has never before taken over so 
many of his responsibilities during their leader's 
absence. These are the stakes involved in his anticipated 
return. 


Mr Wade is returning after an absence of 5 months on a 
trip to Europe, particularly in France. So, long after the 
October return he had promised, the PDS leader is 
expected back by the end of the first half of February. No 
specific date has been suggested, except for references [to 
his return]. And, as the chairman of the PDS parliamen- 
tary delegation, Mr Ousmane Ngom, said to us: “It is Mr 
Wade who will be chairing the party’s 25 February 
women’s meeting in Thies.” But before that, he ts 
supposed to participate in a joint action with the leaders 
of the PIT [Party for Independence and Labor] and the 
LD [Democratic League] and to chair the PDS business- 
men’s meeting to be held in Dakar. All of these are signs 
that therefore lead us to believe that Abdoulaye Wade 
will soon be back, even though we cannot be sure of 
anything with respect to this: There have been many 
appointments in the past that were not kept. 


In any case, we had not banked on his arriving at this 
time because of certain developments on the domestic 
scene, specifically, the business of the alleged perpetra- 
tors of the attempt involving a booby-trapped car rigged 
in Dieuppeul, which resulted in the PDS name being 
unofficially implicated in it. The absence of a directly 
leveled accusation, however, supports PDS leaders in 
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their calm attitude. So, it is an arrival we had not banked 
on, but one largely desired in the ranks of the PDS, a 
matter of reviving the “Sopi*‘s spirit, which has a 
tendency to get out of breath, with a breath of dyna- 
mism. In the absence of Wade and his constant pressure, 
the government has been able to regain the ground it had 
lost, rally its support base and has, since its return [from 
annual vacation] in October, resumed the initiative in 
the political arena. 


This is not the first time that Mr Wade has been away for 
such a long time during crucial periods in the political 
Struggle. But, as Mr Ngom asserts, his absences are “as 
necessary and useful for the party” as is his presence. 
“We have an opinion battle to fight and world opinion is 
very important. We must create more awareness of our 
Situation, but also keep our friends and those who 
sympathize with us throughout the world informed on 
what is happening here among us. Thus you were able to 
observe the large mobilization of forces that was trig- 
gered all over the country to apply pressure to Abdou 
Diouf when we were arrested the day after the February 
elections. It is this international dimension that we are 
making an effort to strengthen and it is in this context 
that Mr Wade has spent so much time abroad. This 
keeps them from stifling, strangling us.” During this 
stay, which began with the International Liberal Con- 
gress, Mr Wade spent most of his time in France, but he 
also made trips to Belgium and Germany. 


While such absences have typically left the PDS in a state 
of confusion because they are used to having everything 
depend on their charismatic leader, we must admit that 
this time things were different. And, while Wade left in 
an atmosphere of brooding disappointment among the 
“Sopists” following their failure in the negotiations with 
the governn. nt, the other PDS leaders did not wait to be 
asked to maintain fervor in the ranks of the party. Thus, 
from September, when Wade departed, to December 
1988, the PDS organized 107 meetings throughout the 
country in 225 days, or an average of one meeting every 
2 days. And 12 meetings had already taken place last 
January. So, they are far from the laxity of yesteryear. 


All that is left for the PDS is to hope that Wade's arrival 
will contribute a plus that will bring back the wild 
mobilizations of a few months ago. For even though 
Ousmane Ngom may say that the PDS is endowed with 
a “very functional apparatus” to be able to take over 
without needing the presence of its leader, it is neverthe- 
less true that the myth of the chief is an incontrovertible 
reality. 


On the chief's return, the troops will be able to proudly 
say: “General, here we are!” But all the same, is every- 
thing all right? “The PDS is just fine,” Mr Ngom was 
emphatic. If we listen to the rank and file, there is no 
crisis either, but unanimity is far from rigor. The prob- 
lems the newspaper SOPI is at present plagued with 
appear to be the crystallization of a phenomenon they 
have not failed to condemn in the ranks of the party: the 
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parachute drops [arrivals of administrators out of the 
blue]. And we must say that, since last year’s election 
campaign, the PDS has seen new faces of all shapes and 
sizes arrive. This is why—a party member emphasized— 
federation renewals have not been effected for a long 
time and Mamadou Oumar Ndiaye, the formes chief 
editor of SOPI, did not hesitate to point out the case of 
that newspaper's publications director, “who joined the 
party only 18 months ago and who is now nothing less 
than party treasurer.” 


The fact remains that Mr Ngom brushed all this aside 
with the back of his hand. “It is not strictly true to speak 
of parachute drops of administrative personnel if we are 
talking about the party’s statutory bodies. The men 
alluded to are perhaps to be found in the National 
Secretariat. But a decisionmaking body is by no means 
involved. It is an administrative body, a sort of govern- 
ment in which Mr Wade brings together collaborators 
whom he can assign the task of preparing this or that 
dossier. Once again, the executive committee is respon- 
sible for all decisions of any importance.” 


This being the case, with what hopes for the future is Mr 
Wade returning? Will his credo still be total radicaliza- 
tion? In any event, judging from what Mr Ngom did not 
Say, it appears that the PDS is quite ready for a dialogue 
with the government even though, since Wade’s depar- 
ture, “no contact has been resumed with Abdou Diouf.” 
The conditions for a new round of discussions? “Sound 
and specific bases.” And, furthermore, it appears that 
the PDS has prepared for this by diluting the election 
dispute, which is no longer a key issue, in the global 
political dispute.“ 


“We are concerned over a crisis which is a social crisis 
for which we must find a political solution. And the PS 
[Socialist Party] cannot do this alone. In fact, the renewal 
about which people are talking in this party is nothing 
but a form of ‘Sopi’ perversion, but this is not enough.” 


So, it looks more and more like a national union program 
and the coming PS congress will not fail to ponder the 
future evolution of politics. Even if some evince skepti- 
cism with regard to its virtues of “change,” everyone 1s 
nonetheless listening. Are we to view Wade's return in 
this light? 


* PIT Urges National Union Government 
34190096b Dakar WAL FADJRI in French 
3 Feb 89 p7 


[Article by O. Gueye: “PIT: If the Government Changes 
Its Viewpoint...”"] 


[Text] To go ahead or not to go ahead? It is no longer a 
question of knowing whether the PIT (Party for Inde- 
pendence and Labor) is ready to shake hands with the 
government But there are “yeses” on the road that is 
leading to a national union government. 
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How can we get out of the economic crisis and the 
political deadiock our country is sinking into? The 
solution, according to the PIT, lies in the constitution of 
a national union government. For Central Committee 
Secretary Semou Pathe Gueye, who held a press confer- 
ence on 31 January in the presence of Amath Dansokho, 
this option is dictated by “the gravity of the situation 
and the impossibility of dealing with it by assuming 
narrow viewpoints.” A consensus is necessary now 
which, following discussion, will end in the outlining of 
a program that the PIT will organize around three focal 
points: It must be reaiistic, taking into account the 
country’s real possibilities and the international political 
and economic situations; this prograrn must be strongly 
motivating, that is, it must closely confirm the concrete 
concerns of most Senegalese; and last, its principal 
objective must be national reconstruction. 


If these conditions are met, the PIT will commit itself to 
contributing its support to its realization, support that 
could go as far as direct participation in this national 
union government. But, Semou Pathe underlined, “We 
contemplate such participation only within a framework 
of close cooperation with our aliies and a global action 
encompassing all the components of the progressive and 
realist Opposition.” 


Does this therefore mean that the PIT would agree to a 
compromise with Diouf and the PS [Socialist Party]? 
“We are not waging a holy war. If Diouf changes his 
policies, our attitude toward him will change. It’s up to 
him to show us that he has,” Semou Pathe retorted. it 
remains to be seen whether the government wants to 
change course. 


Analyzing the situation, the PIT does not at the present 
time see any precursory indication of a real will to change. 
On several occasions President Abdou Diouf has reaf- 
firmed his determination to go on with the structural 
adjustment policy. And, according to Mr Gueye, the PS 
congress will merely endorse the PS’ determination “to 
perpetuate its hegemony over the nation’s political life” by 
expanding its support base with a few seats granted oppo- 
sition members who would declare allegiance to the PS. 


The other solution contemplated by the government, 
according to the PIT, lies in a bipolar opposition in “the 
hope of seeing the nation’s political life organize itself 
about two poles on the basis of identical or nearly identical 
policies.”’ This approach would have the backing of certain 
“imperialist circles,” Mr Gueye asserted. But it would 
meet with the resistance of the PDS’ [Senegalese Demo- 
cratic Party] alliance with the Marxists. 


And yet we detected a certain apprehension in the 
language the PIT used. Even though Semou Pathe Gueye 
asserts that the PIT’s alliance with the LD [Democratic 
League] is a solid one, we nevertheless face the prospect 
of seeing Mr Wade reach agreement with Diouf. In the 
PIT they also think that “severing this alliance to reach 
an accord with the PS on a policy that would not be 
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fundamentally different from the one that exists today 
would mean for the PDS running the risk of seeing 
sizable fringe factions of the ’Sopi* [beloved one] move- 
ment not only turn away from it, but also become 
radicalized.” 


It also appears that the PIT no longer gives priority to a 
settlement of the election dispute, which, according to 
Mr Gueye, “is only part of the dispute that sets them in 
opposition to Diouf.” Even though dissolution of the 
National Assembly to permit better representation of the 
people is also a PIT demand, the fact nevertheless 
remains that, if “President-elect” Wade, “in the higher 
interests of the nation, were to reach agreement with 
Diouf on settling the problem of the election dispute, we 
could do nothing but join him in the position he had 
assumed,” Semou Pathe Gueye declared. 


So, the more pessimism is mandatory in the PIT as 
concerns the possibility that Diouf might compromise 
with the opposition on the basis of a concerted program, 
the more they cling to [the hope of] a “miracle.” But if 
there is a miracle, “it will have to be imposed on us by 
the people on the basis of firm popular pressure.”’ Hence 
the appeal to mobilization and a struggle launched by the 
PIT. Furthermore, the secretary general of the PIT is to 
make a tour of the whole country after the PS congress is 
held to explain his party's position. 


* Visit of Soviet Party Representatives 
34190148b Dakar LE SOLEIL in French 8 Feb 89 p 4 


[Article by S. Sissouma: “The Start of Dialog”} 


[Text] Two representatives of the CPSU, Aleksey Vassi- 
liev and Sergei Nenashev, spent last week in Senegal. 
The visit of the two men, respectively assistant-director 
of the African Institute of the USSR Academy of Sci- 
ences and advisor to the International Department of the 
CPSU Central Committee, is part of a move to establish 
contacts between the Senegalese Socialist Party [PS] and 
the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. 


To this end, the two representatives had a working meeting 
with members of the PS leadership, who were headed by 
Mr Djibo Ka, secretary of international relations. The 
agenda consisted of information exchanges on what the 
two parties are doing to define the forms and methods of 
future collaboration between them. 


The CPSU emissaries, who reported on their stay in LE 
SOLEIL, insisted chiefly on the bridge that has now been 
laid between the two political groups. “From now on, 
contact is established.,” they noted. “It was the first step 
and there is still a ways to go. But the willingness 
expressed by both parties to enter into a dialogue to find 
certain platforms on which to cooperate is a hopeful sign 
for collaboration in different fields (notably, African and 
international policies.) 
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The PS and CPSU do not know each other as organiza- 
tions, outside of their coexistence within the peace 
movement. Nonetheless, the multiform exchanges 
between Senegal and the Soviet Union have made it 
possible for the two peoples to discover each other 
economically and culturally, as have meetings of young 
people, women, and labor unions. 


“At the African Institute,” Mr Vassiliev added in ampli- 
Cation, “we are very interested in the experience of the 
Senegalese people.” He mentioned in passing the publi- 
Cation 2 years ago of a book on Islam in West Africa in 
which Senegal receives a good mention for its practice of 
that religion. An encyclopedic dictionary on Senegal has 
also been published, and a political work is slated to be. 


“And it is because we want to get to know each other 
better that the Socialist Party and the Communist Party 
of the Soviet Union have initiated these contacts,” Mr 
Nenashev remarked. 


As the two men with whom we spoke are specialists in 
international politics, we took advantage of the meeting 
to survey the impact of perestroyka on the USSR’s 
African policy. “Should be maintain a world dominated 
by the problem of East and West blocs or work toward 
the emergence of a world “of dialog’, based on moder- 
ation and the political resolution of conflicts?,” was the 
question the CPSU representatives put to themselves. 


WEST AFRICA 


“New political thought,” as they call it, favored the 
second path, and they reminded us of the different 
theaters of conflict that have faded away or are in the 
process of doing so. “That is perestroyka at work—there 
are no losers, only winners,”’ Mr Vassiliev said. 


“It is this new political thought founded on realism, the 
primacy of human interests, and respect for the freedom 
of choice that explains our contacts with the Socialist 
Party today. We have decided to establish relations with 
parties that do not share our ideology, but with whom we 
can work to build a more stable world,” Mr Nenashev 
concluded. 


Sierra Leone 


Coup Plotters’ Trial Begins 28 March 
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[Text] The trial of 12 Sierra Leoneans, who appealed 
against the death sentence passed on them on October 
1987 for an attempted coup against President Joseph 
Momoh, opened yesterday at the Supreme Court in 
Freetown. The | 2 persons being tried include the former 
first vice president, Francis Minah, and the former 
deputy director of the Sierra Leonean Police Service, 
Gabriel Kaikai. Two of the accused did not appear in 
court yesterday, it was noted. 
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